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PREFACE. 


Conpuctep by Divine Providence to the close of another 
annual period of their anxious labours, the Editors of the Barrist 
MaGazINE would devoutly embrace the favourable opportunity 
thus afforded, for the purpose of brief retrospect, and the exercise 
of sincere thankfulness. 

During the months of the past year, they have been earnestly 
desirous that the pages of each succeeding number of their work 
should supply such a portion of religious instruction and denomi- 
national information as, from its design and extent, their most 
considerate readers would be led to expect; and, though fully 
sensible that they have not attained the standard of their own 
wishes, yet they deem it incumbent to acknowledge, that they 
’ have been strengthened in their progress by perceiving that their 
efforts have been candidly appreciated, and in many instances 
kindly commended. 

In prefacing the TWENTY-SEVENTH VOLUME of this publication, 
it is gratifying to be able to announce that, notwithstanding the 
frequent introduction of new and attractive periodicals, the Baptist 
Magazine continues to obtain an encouraging share of public pa- 
tronage; and were it to derive from literary contributions, and an 
extended circulation, such support as the denomination to whose 
service it is principally devoted might easily afford, the satisfac- 
tion of this announcement would be greatly augmented. 


iV PREFACE. 


If, in addition to the many excellent communications now re- 
ceived, others were occasionally forwarded by writers to whom 
"preparing such an article might prove an agreeable relaxation 
from the pursuit of severer studies, both the value of the work, 
and the interest‘of the writer in its prosperity, would be considera- 
bly increased. 

Before concluding these remarks, the Editors have much plea- 
sure in distinctly and gratefully adverting to the assistance with 
which they have been favoured in bringing this volume through 
the press; in connexion with which the usual exercise of benevo- 
lence to the Widows of many of our departed brethren 
has been continued; and to perpetuate, and, if possible, inerease 
which, the conductors of the Baptist Magazine have been invari- 
ably, and still remain, solicitous. 


sigpesne 1809 _ 18350127 a 
A 


Y 72 


THE 


BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


JANUARY, 1835. 


_MEMOIR OF THE LATE MRS. PEGGY WAUGH. 


Recotiections of departed ex- 
cellenee are always pleasant; often 
deeply ‘interesting, and sometimes 
productive of the happiest effects. 
The delight we feel in tracing the 
successive stages of that pilgrim- 
age by which the saints of the 
Most High have “passed into the 
skies,” “is neither a faint nor 
fruitless emotion, but ‘a healthful 
exercise of the moral sympathies. 
It purifies, while it elicits, the af- 
fections” of the - heart. _ As we 
trace the. formation of their “cha- 
racter, ‘we are ‘insensibly forming 
our own ;° aiid the observation by 
whieh we'mark the development 
of their Christian virtues, i is among 
the most‘efficient means-by which 
we are provoked to their imita- 
tion, 

Hence the inspired volame is 
not more a book of doctrines 
than a record ofthe piety of an- 
cient believers. That Holy Spirit, 
under whose inspiration it was 
written, knew how to touch the 
springs of human conduct,’ and 
therefore incites us to the highest 
attainments of character by the 
influence ofexample. The names 
of the righteous are enrolled in 
its imperishable leaves, and their 
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memory, ahi the lapse of ages, 
is still fragrant as the’ breath of 
the morning. 

~ After the example of the ati 
writers, every age of thé’ church 
has. preserved mémorials of” the 
wisdom and holiness of its own 
times.. In some instances a ser- . 
vice has thus ‘been performed of 
inestimable value.. Patterns of 
faith, of patience, of zeal,’ have 
been’ rescued from’ oblivion 16 be 
a stimulus to Christiais in all 
succeeding periods of time.’ And 
in other instances benefits, though 
not equally extensive, yet “stib- 
stantial} have resulted from re- 
cording, in a brief memoir, the 


characters and actiotis of those 


‘who, not called to occupy promi- 
nent stations, have shed a sweet 
influence of piety upon the more 
retired walks of ordinary life. 

The following pages are in- 
tended to preserve some short 
account of a Christian lady, who 
from youth to old age ‘‘ walked 
in the truth ;” and having become 
at length alike venerable in years 
and in ‘piety, departed this present 
life with the glorious hope of a 
better. 

Mrs, Peggy Waugh was born 

B 
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at Wallingford, A.D. 1747. At 
- an early period of life her mind 
was brought under.a divine in- 
fluence ; not, however, by the ordi- 
nary means of grace, nor by any 
solemn providence, but in a man- 
ner illustrating the force of scrip- 
ture, and the sovereignty of that 
gracious Spirit by whom it was 
originally inspired, and is still 
savingly applied. Being present 
at a party where the evening was 
spent in festivity and worldly 
mirth, she was invited to join in 
the dance. This she had often 
done, for she was of a lively dis- 
position, and her parents were gra- 
tified by her mixing in the gaieties 
of life; but in the present in- 
stance she jfelt herself unable to 
maintain the hilarity of her spirits. 
The cause of her dejection none 
imagined, and she was perhaps 
ashamed to acknowledge. While 
all was merriment around her, she 
became suddenly pensive. A 
passage of the word of God, point- 
edly in contrast with the spirit 
of the scene, had come with 
irresistible power to her recollec- 
tion. It fastened upon her con- 
science :—it reached ‘her heart. 
The music and dancing lost their 
charms; she sat in solitariness, 
though surrounded with company; 
the world’s fascinations appeared 
in a light in which she had never 
before seen them, and the salu- 
tary impressions of that evening 
remained unerased from her mind 
through all her subsequent life, 
While she was yet young, her 
parents removed to Reading. 
Shortly after they had fixed their 
residence in that town, she was 
taken by a friend to the Baptist 
Meeting, where she heard the 
Rev. Mr. Davis. She was much 
interested in his discourse, and 
sought for opportunities to attend 
frequently on his ministry. Under 
the able instructions of that ex- 


. 


cellent man, her religious views 
became clearer and more definite, 
her principles more firm and de- 
cided, and it was evident that the 
spiritual change which had already 
commenced in her soul, was 
rapidly advancing to its comple- 
tion. 

It was now that her trialsbegan. 
The determinate and consistent 
form which her renewed character 
had assumed was far from exciting 
any complacent feelings in the 
minds ofher parents ; and it became 
the more obnoxious to them from 
the preference she manifested for 
the preaching of Mr. Davis. They 
had brought up their family to 
the established church, and it dis- 
tressed them exceedingly to see 
their daughter becoming a dis- 
senter. But she had counted the 
cost, and was prepared to make 
any sacrifice, and to endure afy 
hardship, rather than forego the 
privileges she now enjoyed in the 
house of God. Hardships she 
had indeed to endure: such was 
the severity with which she was 
treated, that it was no uncommon 
thing, when she returned from the 
sanctuary, to find her father’s door 
locked against her; and often has 
she walked in the fields without 
food during the intervals: of pub- 
lic worship, rather than incur 
the displeasure that awaited her 
at home. This was a_ season 
of trial, and she came forth 
from it like refined gold. Her 
filial attentions were not less re- 
spectful or affectionate than for- 
merly; on the contrary, she 
watched both her temper and her 
conduct with more than wonted 
carefulness, and endeavoured to 
show them that she could bear 
with meekness the wrongs she 
suffered in so good a cause. Nor 
did she wholly withdraw herself 
from the established church, 
Reading was at that time favoured, 
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with the ministry of the Rey. Mr. 
Talbot, the Hon. and Rey. Mr. 
Cadogan, and the Rev.: Mr. 
Eyre, his curate at’ St. Giles’s. 
The preaching of these faithful 
servants of the Lord was dis- 
tinguished by its truly evangelical 
character, and she found much 
benefit im occasionally hearing 
them. At their Thursday evening 
lecture she was a constant at- 
tendant, both at this period and 
after she had joined the Baptist 
church. Her new principles had 
not contracted, but on the con- 
trary enlarged, her mind. Her 
views with regard to the ordinance 
of baptism, and on some other 
subjects connected with those 
parts of divine truth on which a 
difference of sentiment prevails, 
were conscientiously embraced ; 
but they were held in the spirit of 
Christian charity. As much as 
she could, without a sacrifice of 
conscience, she endeavoured to 
conciliate the prejudices of her 
parents; and at length her efforts 
were blessed beyond her most 
sanguine hope. 

It will a little anticipate the 
order of the narrative, but it may 
properly be added here, that she 
had the satisfaction ,at asubsequent 
period, to know that her pious 
conversation and deportment had, 
under God, been the principal 
means of producing a_ saving 


change in her father, in her 
mother, and in two of her 
brothers. Her parents, at an ad- 


vanced age, departed in the faith, 
leaving no doubt on the minds of 
surviving friends that they had 
fallen asleep in Jesus. 

It was the happiness of Mrs. 
Waugh to be united in marriage 
with a person of decided piety, 
whose sentiments on. religious 
subjects were similar to her own. 
Shortly after their marriage, they 
were both baptized, and thus 


commenced together that public 
and good profession which they 
ever afterwards maintained by the 
integrity, and adorned with the 
graces, of the Christian life. On 
the morning of her baptism, a 
passage’ from the prophecies of 
Isaiah, evidently suggested by 
the difficulties which had envt 
roned her early religious course, 
forcibly impressed her mind, and 
afforded her much encourage- 
ment: ‘I will go before thee, 
and make the crooked places 
straight; I will break in pieces 
the gates of brass, and cut in 
sunder the bars of iron.” ‘These 
words,” she writes, ‘‘ came sweetly 
to me, and my soul was on the 
wing for heaven and_ heavenly 
things.” 

The duties of domestic life 
began now to demand her atten- 
tion. In the relations of a wife, 
a mother, and a mistress, the 
excellence of those principles on 
which her character was formed, 
was habitually exemplified. For 
her children, she was supremely 
anxious to bring them in early 
life under the influence of divine 
truth, and to lead them into the 
love of God. It is in their recol- 
lection still, with what maternal 
affection she would take them 
into her chamber, and converse 
with them on those subjects, and 
then present them, in the exer- 
cise of faith and devotion, to the 
care of that tender Shepherd who 
‘gathers the lambs in his arms, 
and carries them in his bosom.” 
Indeed her deep interest in all 
young persons obliged her to press 
upon such as came within her 
reach a care for their everlasting 
happiness; with several, the re- 
sult was most satisfactory, and 
they retain an affectionate re- 
membrance of her solicitude on 
their behalf. With her servants 
also she would seize opportunities 
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to speak of the value of their 


- souls, and the improvement of 


their religious advantages; and 


sometimes she used to pray in 
secret with them. The afflictions 
which are inseparable from the 
lot of humanity, and those which 
parents only know, she endured 
with a meek and confiding resig- 
Her cup had its bitter 
infusions, and some of her trials 


nation. 


were more than commonly severe ; 


but under every mysterious and 
painful dispensation, she stayed 


herself upon her God, and in pa- 
tience possessed her soul. 


By those who enjoyed her 
friendship, her pious conversation 


and correspondence were highly 
valued. She was no stranger in 
the habitation of the widow and 


the fatherless, or beside the dying 


bed. Her sympathy in such scenes 


was a mitigation of sorrow, and 


her. offees of Christian love en- 
deared her in the hour of distress. 


She gratified the benevolence of 


her heart by relieving the dis- 


tresses of many ; and some of her 
poor neighbours were pensioners 


on her bounty as long as they 
lived. Her attendance on public 
ordinances, it need scarcely be 
said, was regular and devout; 
and by her consistent and blame- 
less life, combined with her affee- 
tionate and peaceful walk among 
her fellow-members, she was a 
comfort to her pastor, and an 
honour to the church. Thus for 
many years she moved in her 
orbit, as the celestial luminaries 
move in theirs; with a regular, 
uniform, and constant progres- 
sion; deriving all their radiance 
from the sun, and reflecting his 
beams without noise or ostenta- 
tion. 

But a severe trial awaited her. 
The conjugal relation was at 
length broken, 


By the death of 
Mr. Waugh she was deprived of 


the staff of her age, and left to 
travel alone through the last 
stages of her pilgrimage. She 
had however the unspeakable 
satisfaction of reflecting that he 
hatl walked with her in the ways of 
righteousness, and that although 
he had outstripped her in the 
course, and arrived first at the 
sepulchre, she should follow him 
into the world of reunion and 
eternal love. His decease was also 
eminently happy. He was favour- 
ed during his illness with much 
spirituality and elevation of mind, 
and departed in the “ full assu- 
rance of hope.” On being asked 
by one of his daughters, whether, 
if it were the will of God, he 
would like to return again into 
the world? ‘* What,” he exclaim - 
ed, ‘* when Christ bids me ‘ come 
up hither!’” It was the privilege 
of his faithful wife {for such she 
deemed it)to be with himthrough 
all his illness, and to witness the 
finalseene. She would not dele- 
gate to other hands the discharge 
of any duty which she could per- 
form “herself; but the conflict 
being over, she retired from the 
chamber of death, and was found 
some time after, by her children, 
who had missed her, in her closet, 
and on her knees. The throne of 
grace was her refuge. To that 
hiding-place she was accustomed 
to flee, in every ‘cloudy and 
dark day;” and sweetly was the 
promise fulfilled in her experi- 
ence, ‘Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee.”’ She felt deeply 
the stroke which had made her a 
widow ; but, possessing an uncom- 
mon degree of self-command, 
it was a comfort to her children 
to observe her great calmness of 
spirit, and to hear the expressions 
of her confidence in’ God. Her 
natural fortitude was sustained 
by divine grace, and her whole 
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carriage under this bereavement 
afforded an edifying instance of 
the manner in which a Christian 
both bends before the storm, and 
rises above it. : 

About two years after this 
event, she left the neighbourhood 
of Reading, to reside in the 
family of one of her daughters 
at Tottenham. By this circum- 
stance she was necessarily brought 
into new scenes both of domestic 
and social life; and they served 
still further to elicit the graces of 
her matured and now venerable 
character. For to the visitors, of 
all ranks, she recommended the 
religion of the Bible; but with 
such propriety, that she never 
gave offence ; and most tenderly 
and intimately did she participate 
in the diversified feelings of her 
grandchildren, evincing her affec- 
tion for them, by her earnest and 
ardently expressed longing that 
Christ might be formed in their 
hearts, the hope of glory. It 
was about this time, that the 
writer of this brief tribute to her 
memory had the happiness to 
form ‘her acquaintance; and he 
well remembers the impression of 
respectful admiration which that 
first interview produced on his 
mind. She was now. ‘“ well 
stricken in years.” Time had 
mellowed the naturally sweet ex- 
pression of her countenance, 
without much impairing its viva- 
city. Her silvery locks shaded a 
brow imprinted with the wrinkles 
of age, but intelligent and serene. 
Her eyes were yet bright, and 
glanced upon her friends with 
benevolent complacency. Her 
form was unbending and about 
the middle stature; her. manners 
dignified, yet free; her conversa- 
tion cheerful,. affectionate, and 
eminently spiritual ; her memory 
richly replenished with the, word 
of God, and with hymns, which 


(>, ) 


she recited with much emphasis 
and appropriate application ; and 
her whole appearance and de- 
portment that of a venerable 
Christian lady. 

Some time before this period 
she had become very deaf; but 
though she felt it to be a great 
trial, it made scarcely any per- 
ceptible abatement of her cheer- 
fulness; nor did she allow it to 
prevent her attendance upon the 
house of God. In proportion as 
she was shut out from the plea- 
sures of conversation, she seemed 
to find an increasing delight in 
secret devotion. ‘Let us call 
those our golden hours,” she says 
in a letter to a friend, ‘‘ that are 
spent with God. May we be 
found much in that excellent 
duty of self-examination.” And 
at a subsequent date she writes 
in her diary, ‘‘ My hearing is in 
some measure restored ; of which 
I can give no account from natu- 
ral causes or medicinal art. O 
Lord, my healer, thou canst do 
every thing. O the riches of 
immortal grace! If I outlive my 
senses, I cannot outlive my 
graces. O how beautiful, how 
honourable, how durable! I ear- 
nestly plead with God for his 
church and ministers, in faith and 
hope, for what I am not likely 
to live to see. Dear Lord, let me 
depart and join the holy society 
above. Amen!” 

It is often observed, that as 
Christians draw near to heaven, 
their desire incréases to enter 
upon its holy joys. They present 
a delightful contrast, in this re- 
spect, to those unhappy persons 
whose old age is chilled with the 
infirmities of decaying nature, 
and never warmed into the glow 
of celestial aspirations by the 
presages of a blessed immortality. 
The natural desire of life is felt 
by both, and the. uneradicated 
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remains of our ancient and inve- 
terate depravity will sometimes, 
even in aged Christians, repress 
the risings of the soul towaras 
her native skies. But the pre- 
vailing tendency of the desires 
will be upwards. ‘“‘ Tolive is in- 
deed Christ; but to die is gain.” 
Hence their conversation will 
take its complexion and character, 
rather from the things which are 
eternal, than from the transactions 
or interests of this present world. 
Such was eminently the case with 
the subject of this memoir. She 
seemed to live much, in the secret 
exercises of her mind, upon the 
invisible glories of that region of 
blessedness towards which she 
was fast approaching. Never 
was her countenance lighted up 
with a more cheerful beam of 
piety, than when, after she had 
been occupied awhile in silent 
musings, she would break forth in 
the joyful exclamation of the 
patriarch Job, ‘I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth: and though, after my 
skin, worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God; 
whom I shall see for myself, and 
my eyes behold, and not another; 
though my reins be consumed 
within me.” This was indeed a 
very favourite passage with her, 
and was selected by herself for 
her funeral text. But “ the word 
of Christ dwelt in her richly ;” 
and it was sometimes equally 
astonishing and delightful to hear 
with what copiousness, accuracy, 
and animated expression, at more 
than 80 years of age, she would 
pour forth, like a sparkling stream, 
along series of beautiful quota- 
tions, her feelings at the same 
tme kindling into celestial rap- 
ture, and the whole perhaps 


finished with that eestatic verse of 
Dr. Watts. 


“ Haste, my beloved, fetch my soul 
Up to thy bless’d abode ; 
Fly, for my spirit longs to see 
My Saviour and my God. 


She had outlived nearly all her 
contemporaries. | Most of her 
friends had preceded her to their 
rest, and sometimes she would 
chide herself for still lingering in 
her upward flight, among the 
chilling clouds of these lower 
regions, when she thought her 
wings should have borne her more 
rapidly onward to join the com- 
pany of the blessed. Thus she 
expresses herself in one of her me- 
morandums: ‘‘O Lord, when I 
look around me, and feel I am 
bereaved of human joys, and be- 
hold the ravages which thou hast 
made among my dear, beloved 
friends and kindred in the flesh, 
I am astonished at the strength of 
that depravity, which leads me 
still to cling to this dying world. 
Why, oh, why do I not rest my 
weary soul on the unchangeable 
realities of heaven? There shall 
I meet those very dear ones who 
sleep in Jesus. Animating hope! 
Oh, then, let me march boldly on, 
nor faint in the day of rebuke; 
but may I be enabled to yield up 
all my earthly comforts when 
Jesus calls and demands, that I 
may find my all in him.” 

It was her privilege often to 
climb to the summit of Pisgah ; 
and when she descended again into 
the plain, how delightfully would 
she talk, and as in the very 
dialect of the country, of that 
land of fair and beauteous pros- 
pect which lies beyond the Jordan. 
There were seasons when no other 
subject seemed welcome to her 
thoughts. She would sit at such 
times watching the countenances 
of her friends, and at a break in 
the conversation, which she could 
not hear, drop a short sentence 
full of the love and joy of heaven, 
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She seemed to have an inward and 
divine light which shone through 
her soul, and made it a region of 
pure and celestial thoughts ; no 
doubts were permitted to disturb 
the composure of her mind, no 
temptation to trouble and over- 
cast the serenity of her cloudless 
sky. Her days moved on in 
tranquil succession, each renew- 
ing and passing forward to the 
next, the sunshine of its prede- 
cessor. Only, indeed, as her orb 
descended to the horizon, the 
light seemed more to concentrate 
and to soften; just as the even- 
ing sun gathers back into him- 
self the radiance with which he 
had’illuminated the world, and sets 
amidst the chastened splendours 
of his own accumulated glory. 
Her tabernacle, which had been 
often shaken, was at length taken 
down. No fierce disease was 
commissioned to inflict the final 
stroke. Till the last week she 
was permitted to continue in the 
society of her children. Two of 
them reside at Camberwell; and 
they reflect, with grateful plea- 
sure, that some of her last days 
were spent with them. She left 
them on the Monday, after 
having passed the whole of the 
preceding month in their com- 
any. It was not then appre- 
hended that her end was so near, 
but her conversation was sweetly 
tinctured by a vein of ardent and 
elevated devotion. Her mind 
was eminently spiritual; she 
seemed to be living in an element 
of prayer and love. It was the 
happiness of the writer to spend 
a short time with her during the 
last week; and in her pocket- 
book she has noted the comfort 
she derived from the devotional 
exercises in which they then en- 
gaged. The Sabbath day was a 
season of great delight. She did 
not know that on the following 


her translation was to take place; 
but had she foreseen it, scarcely 
could she have passed the day in 
communications more fitted to her 
near approximation to eternal joy. 
The next day she returned to 
Tottenham, not so well as she 
had been, yet there seemed no 
cause for immediate alarm; but 
in her last words, as she was taking 
leave of her daughters, there was 
something almost prophetic of the 
event which was soon to take 
place. Clasping the hand of one of 
them, as she was about to step 
into the carriage, she turned to 
her, and said, ‘‘I shall soon 
mount on eagles’ wings; I shall 
run and not be weary, I shall 
walk and not faint.” On Wed- 
nesday, her indisposition consi- 
derably increased, and_ her 
strength began rapidly to decline. 
It soon beeame impossible to hold 
any conversation with her beyond 
a few short and detached sen- 
tences at intervals. In reply to 
inquiries, she still expressed her 
faith in the Lamb of God, and 
spoke of his preciousness to her 
soul. But the power of articula- 
tion failed, and this circumstance, 
joined with her deafness, preclu- 
ded the further imterchange of 
sentiment with the departing 
saint. She continued to lodge on 
the banks of the Jordan a day or 
two longer, till about noon on 
Lord’s day, June 30,1833; when 
she passed through the river with 
a gentle and quiet motion, and 
was lost to the sight of surround- 
ing attendants, amidst the dis- 
tant groves of Eden, on the op- 
posite shore. 
«« No pain she suffered, nor expired with 
nose 5 
Her soul was whispered out with God’s 
still voice : 
So softly death succeeded life in her, 


She did but dream of heayen, and she 
was there,” 


Camberwell. E. Srzane. 


SLAVERY IN AMERICA. 


A LETTER FROM THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS IN AMERICA, 
IN ANSWER TO ONE FROM THE BOARD OF BAPTISF MINISTERS IW 


AND NEAR LONDON, DATED DECEMBER 31, 1833. 
(See our last Number, p. 534.) 


Baptist Missionary Rooms, 
Boston, Sept. 1, 1834. 
Dear BrerHren, 

Your communication, dated 
Londen, December 31, 1833, was 
received some time since, by one 
of the officers of the Baptist Ge- 
neral Convention; but as the 
Convention, to which it was 
chiefly addressed, will not con- 
vene till April, 1835, the commu- 
nication was, after some delay, 


presented to the Baptist Board of 


Foreign Missions, as the execu- 
tive organ of the Convention, 
The board referred it to a Com- 
mittee, and we now communicate 
to you a copy of their Report, 
and of the Resolutions adopted 
by the board.* We commend 


* The Committee, to whom was re- 
ferred a communication from ‘ the Mem- 
bers of the Board of Baptist Ministers 
in and near London,’ directed to ‘* The 
Rey. Spencer H. Cone, President; the 
Board of Managers; and the Delegates 
of the Baptist Triennial Convention, 
United States, North America ;” and 
addressed to ‘‘The Pastors and Minis- 
ters of theBaptist denomination through- 
out the United States of America ;’’ the 
principal object of which communica- 
lion is, to express the views of the 
writers ‘ respecting the character of 
negro slavery, and as to the course en- 
joined by religious principle on the 
household of faith ;” present the follow- 
ing report :— 

That they have examined the com- 
munication with much care, and have 
been gratified by the spirit of Christian 
affection, respect, and candour, which 
it breathes, They receive it, as a pleas- 
ing omen of a more intimate corre- 
spondence, and a more endeared fellow- 
ship, with our Baptist brethren in Great 
Britain, The Committee, however, are 
unanimously of opinion,{that, as aBoard, 
and as members of the General Conven- 


them to your candour, with a con- 
fident belief that you will do jus- 
tice to the views and feelings of 


nT 


tion, associated for the exclusive purpose 
of sending the gospel to the heathen, and 
to other benighted men not belonging 
to our own country, we are precluded 
by our constitution from taking any 
part in the discussion of the subject 
proposed in the said communication, 
They, therefore, "recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions :— 

Resolved. That the Board reciprocate, 
with great pleasure, the assurances of 
respect and affection which our bre- 
thren, ‘‘the members of the Board of 
Baptist Ministers, in and near London,” 
have uttered in their communication, 

Resolved, That the Board earnestly de- 
sire a closer intimacy with their Baptist 
brethren in England, believing that the 
cause of truth in both countries, and 
throughout the world, would be pro- 
moted, by a more cordial union and 
co-operation of the two great branches 
of the Baptist family. 

Resolved, That the Board have viewed, 
with grief and anxiety, the calamities 
which have befallen the Baptist Mission 
in Jamaica ; and they rejoice that the 
Mission has been resumed, with cheer- 
ing prospects of success, 

Resolved. That while, as they trust, 
their love of freedom, and their desire 
for the happiness of all men, are not 
less strong and sincere than those of 
their British brethren, they cannot, as a 
Board, interfere with a subject that is 
not among the objects for which the 
Convention and the Board were formed. 

Resolved. That the preceding Resolu- 
tions be communicated to the ‘* Board 
of Baptist Ministers, in and near Lon- 
don,” together with the subjoined letter, 
to be signed by the acting President, 
and the corresponding Secretary of the 
Board. 

(Signed ) Dantei-Suarp, 

Pirst Vice-President of the Baptist Board 

of Foreign Missions in the United 
States, 
Luerys Boies, 
Cor. Sec, 
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the board, encompassed as they 
are by difficulties which cannot 
be fully understood by persons 
in other countries. 

It may assist you to form a 
more correct opinion of the whole 
subject, if we allude to a few of 
the circumstances which make 
slavery, in this country, a matter 
of peculiar difficulty, and which, 
consequently, require those who 
would promote the real welfare 
of the coloured race, to act with 
great caution. 

In the first place, the political 
organization of the United States 
is widely different from that of 
England; and this difference 
makes it impossible to adopt here 
a course similar to that which the 
British Parliament have adopted 
in reference to slavery in the 
West Indies. This country is 
not one State, with an unrestricted 
Legislature, but a confederacy of 
States, united by a Constitution, 
in which certain powers are grant- 
ed to the National Government ; 
and all other powers are reserved 
by the States. Among these re- 
served powers is the regulation of 
slavery. Congress have no power 
to interfere with the slaves in the 
respective States; and an Act of 
Congress to emancipate the slaves 
in those States would be as wholly 
null and void, as an Act of the 
British Parliament for the same 
purpose. The Legislatures of the 
respective States cannot interfere 
with the legislation of each other. 
In some of the States, where laws 
forbidding emancipation exist, the 
minority cannot, if disposed, give 
freedom to their slaves. You per- 
ceive, then, that the National 
Government, and the people of 
the Northern States, have no 
power, nor right, to adopt any 
direct measures, in reference to 
the emancipation of the slaves in 
the Southern States, The slave- 


holders themselves are the only 
men who can act definitively on 
this subject; and the only proper 
and useful influence which the 
friends of emancipation in other 
States can use, consists in argu- 
ment and entreaty. The exist- 
ence of our union, and its. mani- 
fold blessings, depends on a faith- 
ful adherence to the principles 
and spirit of our constitution, on 
this and on all other points. 

This view of the case exone- 
rates the nation, as such, and the 
States in which no slaves are 
found, from the charge of uphold- 
ing slavery. It is due, moreover, 
to the republic, to remember, that 
slavery was introduced into this 
country long before the colonies 
became independent States. The 
slave trade was encouraged by the 
Government of Great Britain, and 
slaves were brought into the colo- 
nies against the wishes of the colo- 
nists,and therepeated Acts of some 
of the Colonial Legislatures. These 
Acts were negatived by the King 
of England; and in the Declara- 
tion of Independence, as origi- 
nally drawn by Mr. Jefferson, it 
was stated, among the grievances 
which produced the Revolution, 
that the King of England had 
steadily resisted the efforts of the 
colonists to prevent the introduc- 
tion of slaves. Soon after the 
Revolution, several of the States 
took measures to free themselves 
from slavery. In 1787, Congress 
adopted an Act, by which it was 
provided, that slavery should never 
be permitted in any of the States 
to be formed in the immense ter- 
ritory north-west of the Ohio ; 
in which territory, the great States 
of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
have since been formed. There 
are now thirteen out of the 
twenty-four States, in which sla- 
very may be said to be extinct. 
Maryland is taking measures to 
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free herself from slavery. Ken- 
tucky and Virginia will, it is be- 
lieved, follow the example. We 
state these facts to show, that the 
republic did not originate slavery 
here; and that she has done much 
to remove it altogether from her 
bosom. She took measures earlier 
than any other country for the 
suppression of the slave trade, 
and she is now zealously labour- 
ing to accomplish the entire ex- 
tinction of that abominable traf- 
fic. 

Since then, from the charaeter 
of our political institutions, the 
emancipation of the slaves is im- 
possible, except with the free 
consent of the masters; it is 
necessary to approach them with 
calm and affectionate argument. 
They claim to be better acquaint- 
ed with the real condition and 
the true interests of the negro, 
than other persons can be. Mul- 
titudes among them freely ac- 
knowledge and lament the evils 
of slavery, and earnestly desire 
their removal, in some way con- 
sistent with -the welfare cf the 
slave himself, and with the safety 
of the whites. Some persons 
among them, it is true, are not 
convinced that slavery is wrong 
in principle; just as many good 
mep in England, half a century 
since, believed the slave-trade to 
be just and right. Such indi- 
viduals must be convinced, before 
they will act. 

In the next place, the number 
and character of the slaves form 
an appalling difficulty. It is not 
believed by many of the sincere 
friends of the slaves, that their 
immediate emancipation would 
be conducive to their own real 
welfare, or consistent with the 
safety of the whites. To let them 
loose, without any provision for 
the young, the feeble, and the 
aged, would be inhuman cru- 
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elty. Slaves, who have regarded 
labour as an irksome task, can 
have little idea of liberty, except 
as an exemption from toil. To 
liberate them, without some ar- 
rangement for their subsistence, 
would produce starvation, or im- 
pel them to acts of lawless vio- 
lence. Emancipation must, there- 
fore, as those friends of the slaves 


contend, be gradual and prospec- 


tive. The British Parliament 


‘have not decreed an immediate 


emancipation, in the West Indies; 
thus recognizing the principle, 
that the slaves must be prepared 
for freedom by moral and intel- 
lectual culture. But this pre- 
paration must be commenced and 
conducted by the masters; and 
they must, of course, become the 
willing and zealous friends of 
emancipation, before it can be 
accomplished. 

We have thus shown, that the 
slaves in this country cannot be 
emancipated, except by the free 
consent of the masters; and that 
they cannot be prepared for free- 
dom, without the voluntary and 
energetic co-operation of the mas- 
ters. For both these reasons, it 
is necessary to adopt a kind and 
conciliating course of conduct to- 
wards the slave-holders. The Bri- 
tish Parliament might assume a 
peremptory tone towards the slave- 
holders in the West Indies; be- 
cause the power of Parliament is 
not restricted like that of the 
American Congress; and because 
the situation of the slaves in the 
West Indies renders the prelim- 
inary preparation less necessary 
to the safety of the white popula- 
tion. In the British West Indies, 
the slaves are dispersed among 
eighteen or twenty islands, where 
the military and naval power of 
the mother country might be easily 
applied to quell insurrections. In 
the United States, there are above 
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two millions of slaves, spread over 
a part only of the surface of the 
Union, with no large military force 
to overawe them, and no obsta- 
cle to a rapid combination of in- 
surgents. We presume, that the 
people in England would feel 
somewhat differently on the sub- 
ject of emancipation, if the slaves 
were among themselves, and the 
perils of this moral volcano were 
constantly impending over their 
own heads. 

Besides these general consider- 
ations, there is one which affects 
the duty of the Baptist General 
Convention. Thereis now a pleas- 
ing degree of union among the 
multiplying thousands of Baptists 
throughout the land. Brethren, 
from all parts of the country, 
unite in our General Convention, 
and co-operate in sending the 
gospel to the heathen. Our south- 
ern brethren are liberal and zeal- 
ous in the promotion of every 
holy enterprise for the extension 
of the gospel. They are, generally, 
both minister and people, slave- 
holders; not because they all 
think slavery right, but because 
it was firmly rooted long before 
they were born, and because they 
believe that slavery cannot be in- 
stantly abolished. We are con- 
fident, that a great portion of our 
brethren at the south would re- 
joice to see any practicable scheme 
devised for relieving the country 
from slavery. 

We have the best evidence, that 
our slave-holding brethren are 
Christians, sincere followers of 
the Lord Jesus. In every other 
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part of their conduct, they adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour. 
We cannot, therefore, feel that it 
is right to use language or adopt 
measures which might tend to 
break the ties that unite them to 
us in our General Convention, 
and in numerous other benevolent 
societies; and to array brother 
against brother, church against 
church, and association against 
association, in a contest about 
slavery. 

We have presented these con- 
siderations, dear brethren, as 
among the reasons which compel 
us to believe, that it is not the 
duty of the Baptist General Con- 
vention, or of the Board of Mis- 
sions, to interfere with the subject 
of slavery. It ought, indeed, to 
be discussed at all proper times, 
and in all suitable modes. We 
believe, that the progress of public 
opinion in reference to slavery, is 
very rapid; and we are quite 
sure, that it cannot be accelerated 
by any interference, which our 
southern brethren would regard 
as an invasion of their political 
rights, or as an impeachment of 
their Christian character. 

Most ‘ earnestly praying that 
the Father of Lights will illuminate 
our path, and guide us all to 
the adoption of such measures as 
shall advance His glory, and se- 
cure the temporal and eternal 
happiness of all men, we are, 
dear brethren, your affectionate 
fellow-servants. 

Lucius Bottszs, 
Cor. Sec. 


concerning the Sabbath. 


LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS CONCERNING THE 
SABBATH. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Ir is some time since the Chris- 
tian public has heard of any 


measure intended to be proposed 
to the Legislature in reference to 
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the violation of the Sabbath, and 
it is time, as it appears to me, 
that those who have such a mea- 
sure at heart should be awake, 
and setting about their great work 
in earnest. Whether the measure 
of which Sir Andrew Agnew gave 
notice in the last session, be the 
same as his last bill or not, is at 
present unknown; but I trust, if 
itbenotthesame, it will be founded 
on the same principle, and equally 
comprehensive in its provisions. 
It is true, that upon this subject, 
the opinions, even of good men, 
are much divided; and there are 
notafew individuals, of undoubted 
piety, who think that a legislative 
remedy should extend to a part 
only of the acknowledged mis- 
chiefs at jirst ; whilst others prefer 
making the different provisions 
of the whole measure the subject 
of several bills, to be simulta- 
neously brought forward. 

The advocates of the former 
plan insist, that there is no chance 
of carrying the whole measure at 
once, while the attempt to doso is 
calculated to produce hostility ; 
improvements in this, as well as 
in other matters, requiring to be 
gradual :—that the sense of the 
majority of the population is 
against the measure as a whole, 
to which popularsense, deference 
must be paid : —and, that Sir An- 
drew’s former bills were lost en- 
tirely from their being too sweep- 
ing and comprehensive. 

To the first objection, which is 
nearly identical with the third, 
it may be answered : Supposing it 
to be true, that there is no chance 
of carrying the whole measure at 
once, this is no reason why the 
whole should not be proposed at 
once. If of the whole measure so 
proposed only @ part should be 
carried, the carrying of that part 
would be a subject of thankful- 
ness and rejoicing, just as much 
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as if that part only had been pro- 
posed. Those members of the 
Legislature who would exhibit 
hostility to the bill to the extent 
of rejecting it altogether, would 
doubtless exhibit hostility to any 
portion of its provisions if brought 
forward asa distinct bill; because 
hostility to the whole of a measure 
acknowledged in some part to be 
good and necessary, must arise 
from an evil principle. There is 
much difference between hostility 
to the whole of the bill, and oppo- 
sition to some, nay, even the ma- 
jority, of its provisions, Those 
who would be hostile to the 
whole of the bill, must neces- 
sarily be so to any detached 
part; whereas many might oppose 
even the larger part of its pro- 
visions, who would approve the 
rest; and it is conceived such 
would vote for the bill going into 
Committee, where they might dis- 
tinguish between the provisions 
they approved and those they con- 
demned. That this would be the 
case appears from the experience 
of the last session, when members 
who were not prepared to support 
any clause of the bill, neverthe- 
less voted for its second reading. 
It is true, that many who voted 
against it alleged its comprehen- 
siveness as the ground of their op- 
position ; but when actually li- 
mited measures were brought for- 
ward, they were either crushed 
at once by the very same persons, 
or first reduced to nothing—and, 
indeed made worse than nothing, 
by repealing the provisions of 
existing statutes for protection 
of the Sabbath, substituting no- 
thing for them—and then ig- 
nominiously rejected. This an- 
swer may also be given to the 
allegation, that Sir Andrew’s bills 
were lost from their comprehen- 
siveness. 


As to the second allegation, 
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that the sense of the majority of 
the population is against the mea- 
sure brought forward by Sir An- 
drew’s Bill as a whole, it may be 
replied, 

In the first place, that this is 
an assertion which is incapable of 
proof, 

In the second place, it is not 
merely a numerical majority of 
the whole population of the coun- 
try to which the advocates of 
the measure ought to defer; but 
it is to a majority of that class of 
persons who are wellinformed upon, 
and have wisely considered, the 
whole subject, in connexion with 
all its consequences and results. 

In the third place, it is appre- 
hended, that if the sense of the 
majority of such class were taken 
upon the several provisions of the 
bill, although it may be within 
the limits of possibility that the 
majority might be against the bill 
as a whole, yet there is scarcely a 
provision in it which the majority 
of such class would be found to 
reject ; for in point of fact there 
is not one single clause in the 
bill which has not been the sub- 
ject of petitions numerously signed 
in its favour. 

But even attaching some de- 
gree of weight to the above ob- 
jections, which are, I believe, the 
whole that have been brought 
forward by those whose opinions 
are worth regarding, it is to be 
considered, whether there may not 
be set against these objections 
considerations which will operate 
so as greatly to turn the scale in 
favour of bringing in the whole 
measure at once, such as the fol- 
lowing :— 

1. It recognizes one simple 
principle, on which every mea- 
sure proposed to Government for 
the remedy of existing abuses, in 
reference to the observance of the 
Lord’s day, must be based; and 
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therefore, judging from the way 
in which the provisions of the 
bill have been already met, in and 
out of parliament, it is clear, that 
if one part only out of the system 
of measures were brought - for- 
ward at first, the objection would 
be, that the} propounder of the 
measure, to be consistent with 
himself, should have extended it 
to other matters within its prin- 
ciple, and directed it against other 
evils requiring to be remedied by it. 
For instance, were a bill brought 
forward to restrain what is usually 
called trade in the necessaries of 
life, it might be urged that it would 
be inconsistent, while that which is 
equally a trade, the supplying of 
post horses, should be permitted : 
just as it has been insisted, in a 
determined spirit of hostility to 
the bill, that it was unfair to re- 
strain labour in the field and per- 
mit it in the house; to prohibit 
the day-labourer from prosecuting 
his calling, and to allow the 
domestic servant to pursue hers. 
Now an argument, which im- 
putes inconsistency and unfair- 
ness to the propounder of a pro- 
hibitory measure, is one which 
it would be exceedingly difficult, 
and perhaps impossible, satisfac- 
torily to answer. 

2. The whole of the grievances, 
pertaining to every part of the sub- 
ject, were fully entered into, inthat 
comprehensive inquiry which took 
place in the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, previ- 
ously to the introduction of Sir 
Andrew Agnew’s first bill, which 
elicited so much and such im- 
portant and valuable information ; 
and it follows as a consequence, 
that every mischief which was 
within the scope of the inquiry, 
should be within the scope of the 
enactment to be grounded upon 
the result of such inquiry. 

3. It is difficult to guard against 
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the inference to be drawn from the 
prohibition of one evil, and the 
leaving another unprohibited, that 
such latter evil is intended to be 
tolerated and sanctioned. 
4. lt is extremely probable, tha 

if, under existing circumstances, 
the advocates of the proposed 
measure were to bring forward 
one of limited extent, it would be 
considered that they had no ulte- 
rior object, and that the limited 
measure, if conceded, should be 
taken in full of every thing to be 
expected from the Legislature. 
This would be disingenuous. It 
is the most fair and honest 
mode of dealing, on the part of 
those who are of opinion that the 
exigency of the case calls for a 
comprehensive measure, to de- 
clare at once what is the utmost 
extent of the objects they have 
in view, and what is the exact 
amount of the measure with which 
they would be satisfied; and it 
is considered that such a course 
is the most likely to attract the 
approbation and good opinion of 
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right-thinking individuals, and, 
which is an infinitely higher con- 
sideration, to draw down the bless- 
ing of Almighty God. 

5. The different provisions of the 
measure are so connected, that it 
is very difficult to separate them. 
For instance, how could the pro- 
visions against trade be separated 
from the provisions against tra- 
velling, when travelling necessa- 
rily supposes the exercise of a 
species of trade ? 

6. With respect to the sugges- 
tion, thatthe whole measure should 
be the subject of several and distinct 
bills, the simple answer is, that 
every such bill must, in passing 
through the necessary stages, be 
exposed to a distinct ordeal, and 
that the difficulty of working the 
bill (to use a technical expres- 
sion) would be at least multiplied 
to the extent of the number of 
bills proposed to be substituted 
for one simple and comprehensive 
enactment. 

'THEOSIBES. 
London, Dec. 10th, 1834. 


LIQUIDATION OF DEBTS ON CHAPELS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Havrne seen an article some 
months since in your Magazine on 
the above subject, signed Murus, 
and thinking the following plan an 
improvement upon Murus’s, I shall 
feel much obliged by your giving 
it insertion in your valuable and 
extensively circulated periodical. 
And I hope I shall not be too pre- 
suming in stating that, if it is put 
into operation in every county, 
im a very few years it will en- 
tirely liquidate all the debts now 
existing on chapels, without any 
increased exertions on the part of 
the friends. The plan, if enteredinto, 
which I humbly trust it will be, 
will do away entirely with Legging 


cases, will not require the minis- 
ter to leave his church, will lessen 
the calls on his people, will ena- 
ble them to raise their ministers’ 
incomes, and eventually confer 
much happiness on the churches, 
and relieve them from pressing 
difficulties; whereas the systems 
now adopted are very inefficient, 
and will take three times as long 
to get rid of the existing burdens. 
Iwould also suggest, for the preven- 
tionof debts being again accumu- 
lated, that no chapel be allowed to 
be erected without advancing half 
the money required for building 
it, nor be allowed to partake of the 
privileges arising from this plan 
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until the whole of the present 
churches are out of debt. I would 
also recommend the churches who 
adopt this plan, to give no coun- 
tenance to any church begging, 
as the same system can be adopted 
in every county with certain suc- 
cess. There is a difficulty in 
Murus’s plan in that of increased 
exertions, whereas in this, none 
are required. 

Prop. 1. That all the churches 
make an annual collection, which 
shall be brought to the Associa- 
tion, and that the total amount 
shall be applied to the liquidation 
of the debt on one chapel, as shall 
be then and there agreed. 

Prop. 2. That the chapel whose 
debt is so paid off shall contri- 
bute the interest of its debt every 
year, till it amounts to half the 
sum paid off, when it shall not be 
required to pay its interest money, 
for so I will call it. 

Prop. 3. That, in addition to 
the interest money of the chapel 
so paid off, it shall not contribute 
less than ten shillings for every 
£100. of debt, till the whole of 
the debts are paid off the chapels 
in the county; by which means 
the deficiency of ten shillings in 
the pound will be made up with- 
out distressing the churches. 

Prop. 4. That any church 
whose lot it may fall to, at the 
Association, to have its debt paid, 
who shall the next year pay the 
half of its debt, shall be consi- 
dered to have fulfilled its agree- 
ment, and shall be liable only to 
its small contribution at the rate 
of ten shillings for every £100 
debt so redeemed. 

Prop. 5. That every church 
whose debt shall be paid off, shall 
bring forward sufficient and satis- 
factory security for the fulfilment 
of its contract, which may be done 


15 


by four or five persons joining 
together for that purpose. 


EXPLANATION, 

Suppose the debt of a chapel 
which is paid off to be £600; 
the responsible agents above re- 
ferred to shall contribute annually, 
till it arrives to £300, half the 
debt, when they will have fulfilled 
their agreement. But they must, 
from the first payment of interest 
till all the chapels are out of debt, 
contribute ten shillings for every 
£100 of debt, which sum, with the 
united exertions of the churches, 
will liquidate the other ten shillings 
in the pound. For instance: Sup- 
pose the churches in one county 
to be thirty, an annual contribu- 
tion of three pounds from each 
will produce £90; this, added to 
the interest of the chapel so 
cleared, will make £120, to pay 
off the debt of another chapel, 
which shall also contribute to its 
interests, and small annual con- 
tribution; and so on, till all the 
churches are out of debt. This 
plan is similar to lending money 
without interest, as the interest paid 
clears the principal, and the prin- 
cipal they will only have to pay 
at ten shillings in the pound, 
the small annual contributions 
making up the deficiency. A list 
of the churches and their debts 
should be placed every year in the 
Magazines, with an account of the 
debts so reduced. 

A Baptist. 

Nov. 12, 1834. 


P.S Since writing the above, 
I have seen an article in the Mag- 
azine for this month, which only 
confirms my opinion that some- 
thing must be done, and that 
speedily, to effect this great and 
desirable object. 
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REMARKS ON A PAPER, ENTITLED “ON THE USE AND 
ABUSE OF THE TERM MORAL.” 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Tne paper of W. N. in your 
November number, whilst it con- 
tains some very valuable remarks 
on the abuse of the term moral, 
appears to aim at overthrowing 
one particular instance of a very 
general abuse, and to strike at 
the branch, whilst it leaves the 
root to flourish with the same 
vigour as before. The expression 
‘moral approbation and disap- 
probation” cannot be deemed an 
unnecessary application of the 
term moral, because approbation 
and disapprobation are frequentiy 
excited in the mind by physzcal 
agents; and although Dr. Ward- 
law, in the passage quoted above by 
W.N., refers the approbation and 
disapprobation to ‘‘ moral agents,” 
yet the phrase in question precedes 
that application, and therefore the 


term ‘‘moral’” renders the sen- | 


tence more clear than it would be, 
were it needful for the reader to 
employ the conclusion of the sen- 
tence to explain the commence- 
ment. The instance quoted from 
the Quarterly Review is so gross 
an abuse of language, that little 
apprehension need be entertained 
of its repetition. The passage 
stands like the topmast of a ship- 
wrecked vessel, to warn others 
of the shoal on. which she was 
stranded. All the other in- 
stances used as illustrations in 
W.N.’s paper are examples of 
the evil attendant upon a depar- 
ture from one principle, viz. : 
That a simile should never be ex- 
plained. Of course, this prin- 
ciple presupposes another: Thata 
simile should never require expla- 
nation. In the two first instances 
adduced—‘‘The Lord God is a 
sun and shield,’ and <“ Jesus 
said, I am the door’—the beauty 


of the similes would be entirely 
destroyed by the use of the ad- 
jective moral, and the only rea- 
son why the fourth instance, ‘‘ A 
moral blight,” is not so glaring an 
abuse of language as the two 
former is, that the term blight is 
so frequently used in a figurative 
sense, that, when it isso used, we 
are liable to forget that the ex- 
pression is figurative. But for 
this circumstance, the ridiculous 
character of the phrase would be 
quite as obvious as the absurdity 
of speaking of a moral apple, or 
moral plum. Another instance 
of the inelegance of explaining a 
simile is met with in the prayers 
of those who quote from the Li- 
turgy the passage ‘‘ We have done 
that which we ought not to have 
done, and have left undone that 
which we ought to have done, 
and there is no health in us ;’’ 
but distort the original to “there 
is no spiritual health in us ;” thus 
destroying at once the strength 
and harmony of one of the finest 
specimens of forcible and beauti- 
ful composition which decorates 
English literature. In this case 
also, as in that of ‘moral blight,” 
health is so often used in a figu- 
rative sense, that we are apt to 
forget that the expression is a 
simile ; or the phrase “ spiritual 
health” would sound as disagree- 
ably as the commencement of the 
same portion of the Liturgy, were 
it altered to “* Wehave erred and 
strayed from thy spiritual ways, 
like lost spiritual sheep.” All 
these inaccuracies in composition 
proceed from attempts to explain 
similes, an attempt which ought 
to be cautiously avoided ; because 
a simile is an endeavour to ex- 
plain or illustrate aq subject by 
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means of some analogy subsisting 
between it and another subject ; 
and it is evident, that an expla- 
nation or illustration which re- 
quires a further explanation to 
make it intelligible, is much bet- 


17 
ter omitted ; and that an explana- 
tion of that which is already clear, 
is a glaring instance of tautology, 
and, therefore, a gross defect in 
style. Ne 
November 20th, 1834 


THE DEPARTURE OF ANOTHER YEAR. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


ANOTHER year is gone! How 
solemn the reflection! How re- 
plete with instruction! Times 
and seasons are passing away in 
rapid succession ; and amid the 
cares and ayocations of the pre- 
sent, we seem in a great measure 
insensible of our near approach 
to aneternal, world. But we are 
assured that “‘The day of the Lord 
will come.” The purpose for 
which the world was created, and 
made the theatre of such mysteri- 
ous and benevolent transactions, 
will be accomplished; the reign 
of grace, in the salvation of men, 
will terminate ; the influences of 
the Holy Spirit in their regene- 
ration will be no longer neces- 
sary; the preaching of the gos- 
pel, as the ordained means of 
conversion, shall for ever cease. 
Then all mankind, that have 
lived from the beginning of the 
world, will enter on a state of 
endless and unchangeable exist- 
ence: some, in the presence of 
God, will enjoy the most exqui- 
site pleasures, and obtain “ an 
eternal weight of glory ;” while 
others will have their abode among 
unbelievers, and ‘suffer the ven- 
geance of eternal fire.”’ “‘ Seeing, 
then, that all these things shall 
be dissolved, what manner of per- 
‘sons ought we to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness !” 

Reader! the close of another 
year has brought you so much 
nearer the end of your probation 
on earth. In the space of a few 
months how many have perished 


under the stroke of death ! Young 
and old, rich and poor, small and 
great, have gone down to the 
grave, where “ they rest together, 
and the servant is free from his 
master.” Before the close of 1835, 
what multitudes, now in the prime 
of life, in the pursuit of pleasure, 
in the possession of riches, in the 
road to preferment, or having se- 
cured the object of worldly ambi- 
tion, will have passed into the un- 
seen state, and rendered their 
account to God. The flight of time 
calls upon the careless and unde- 
cided to consider their ways, and 
turn unto the Lord. 

The Christian, too, should tes- 
tify his gratitude to God for his 
continued goodness, and ‘lift up 
his head, for hisredemption draweth 
nigh.” With what seriousness and 
devotion should we attend to the 
duties of religion, so that ‘‘ whe- 
ther we live, we may live to the 
Lord ; or whether we die, we may 
die to the Lord ; that whether we 
live, or, die, we may be the 
Lord’s!” Let not this day come 
upon us unawares, and find us in 
a state of carnal security ; but may 
our loins be girded, our lamps 
burning, and ourselves like ser- 
vants waiting for their Lord’s re- 
turn,— looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Sa- 
viour, Jesus Christ.” ‘* Where- 
fore, beloved, be diligent that ye 
may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.” 

ee 
D 
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POETRY. 


NEW YEAR’S DAY. 


Time, the mundane sphere revolving, 
3rines another New Year’s Day; 
Orb of light, ’mid lengthened shadows, 
jlance one soft and lingering ray, 
As we muse on 
Days receding fast away. 
Pledge of joys that may await us 
In our future pilgrimage, 
Or of heavenly consolation 
That may coming griefs assuage, 
To believers 
Promised in the sacred page. 
Many trials now are ended ; 

Many painful conflicts o’er ; 
Chequered scenes withdrawn for ever 
That can please nor vex us more ; 

Memory only 
Can the faded past restore. 
Many dearest forms are sleeping 
Tn the lone forsaken grave ; 
Ilow we wept when them consigning 
To the hand outstretched to save, 
As they struggled 
Through death’s dark and gelid wave | 


Many days of grace are ended, 
How improved has been the past ? 
Time’s rich grains are softly falling, 
Soon may drop for us the last. 
Changing seasons 
Warn us that we change as fast. 
O for happy preparation 
For the joys that never fade ! 
For the everlasting mansion 
Death and sin can ne'er invade ? 
In the likeness 
Of our Lord we would be made. 


As each new successive period 
Hastes that last mysterious one, 
Do we shudder, so much dreading 
Things invisible, unknown? 
Faith reposes 
On the Sayviour’s cross alone. 
Sweet to meet our friends in glory, 
Tears for ever wiped away 
By the guardian hand that leads-us 
Up the steep» and narrow way, 
Time’s short circles 
Lost in one eternal day ! 
Sanissa, 


THE SUMMONS, 


> 


And I heard a voice from heayen.’”’—Rev. xiv. 13. 


A voice was heard ; a voice was heard ; 
It sounded from heaven’s high throne ; 

And the murmuring air breathed along the swift word 
Till on earth its dark import was known. 

Though it thrill’d not the ears that were list’ning around, 
Nor was heard by the spirits bereaved, 

It conducted the soul from the region of death, 

To receive, through the Saviour, the conqueror’s wreath, 
From its sin-woven fetters relieved, 


A voice was heard ; a voice was heard ; 
The spirit its summons obeyed ; 

And to sorrowing Friendship still echoes the word 
While she weeps o’er the mouldering dead. 

Not a tear can e’er start from those eyelids again ; 
Not a sigh can e’er heave from that breast :— 

But reposing awhile on a pillow of clay, 

It will waken renew’d, and then, bounding away, 
Will ascend to the realms of the blest, 


A voice was heard ; a voice was heard; 
A whisper,—a whisper from God ; 
And the soul caught with rapture the welcoming word 
As it enter’d its blissful abode. 
That voice that awoke from the death-sleep of sin, 
And whisper’d, ‘ Thou too art forgiven,” 
Stole again on the ear in the accents of love, 
Neassur’d of a home with its Father above, 
And then wafted the spirit to heaven. 


Owpac, 
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REVI 


EWS. 


Russia: or Miscellaneous Observations on 
the Past and Present State of that Coun- 
try and its Inhabitants. Compiled from 
Notes made on the Spot, during Travels at 
different times in the Service of the Bible 
Society, and a Residence of many Years 
in that Country. By Rosrrr PINKERTON, 
D.D., Author of ‘The Present State 
of the Greek Church in Russia,’ and 
Foreign Agent tothe British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society.—Seeley and Sons; 
Hatchard and Son, . 


A traveller, like a witness in 
court, should be competent and un- 
exceptionable. Both these qualifi- 
cations are indispensable to secure 
the cenfidence of his reader, and 
the success of his work. 

Dr. Pinkerton has very strong 
claims on the attention of the Bri- 
lish public. He resided in Russia 
many years. He lived ia Moscow 
‘* the greater part of the years 1810 
and 1811, and left that city only 
forty-eight hours before the French 
entered it in 1812.”” He is the anthor 
of ‘“‘ The Present State of the Greek 
Church in Russia.” His travels in 
the service of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society have been 
extensive at different times. His 
being Foreign Agent to that Society, 
has given him facilities of inter- 
course with the higher as well as the 
lower orders of the inhabitants. He 
is personally well known to many of 
the clergy and of the nobility, and 
his intimate acquaintance with the 
language has enabled him to con- 
verse with people of all ranks. 
The work before us has been com- 
piled from notes made on the spot. 
Of his competency, therefore, no 
one can entertain a doubt; and his 
high Christian character renders 
him an unexceptionable witness. 
We anticipate for this volume a 
cordial welcome, especially among 
the friends of the Bible Society. 
The information Dr. P. has given is 
clear, copious, and important. We 
shall transcribe a few extracts which 
cannot fail to gratify our readers. 

The territory of this vast empire 
las increased within the last 364 


years nearly twenty-fold. According 
to the last statistical accounts, the 
population is upwards of fifty-four 
millions, of whom about thirty-six 
millions are native Russians, speak- 
ing the same language, and belong- 
ing to the national or oriental church. 
The military forces: have also in- 
creased nearly ten-fold within the 
last hundred years ; and at the pre- 
sent time are estimated at about 
909,000. 

The spiritual academies and semi- 
naries contain upwards of 30,000 
young men preparing for the sacred 
profession. Dr. P.says:— 

“It is much to be regretted that those 
young men have so little time and oppor- 
tunity, after finishing their academical 
course, for making further progress in 
studies suited to their profession. The 
cares of a family (for marriage must 
indispensably precede ordination in the 
Russian church ),their labours among their 
flocks, the scanty support which most of 
them receive, together with their isolated 
situation in country villages, where few 
traces of education and civilized life 
have yet entered, render this almost im- 
practicable.” 


The Jesuits were finally expelled 
from the empire in 1820. Atthat 
time their number amounted to 674. 

“‘On their reaching the frontiers of 
the empire, the emperor Alexander_or- 
dered them to be supplied with from 
thirty to forty ducats each, to bear their 
expenses to some other place of resi- 
dence. But though this mighty force of 
papal agency was removed from the 
Russian territories by one stroke of the 
autocratic pen, yet the influence which 
they had acquired was not so easily to 
be annihilated ; and there is no doubt, 
that in the succeeding intrigues which 
were played off so successfully against 
the Russian Bible Society, their power- 
ful friends in the capital took a part.” 
p. 62. 

Drunkenness. On this painful 
topic, the author has given most me- 
lancholy information :— 

“ Instead of restraining the use of 
brandy, the government, even of the 
present day, affords every facility to the 
people to obtain it, in order to enhance 
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the gain derived from this iniquitous 
_ source; which amounts to nearly one- 
fourth of the whole revenue of the empire.” 


From his calculation, it appears 
that there is ‘‘ the enormous quanti- 
ty of eighty-one millions of gallons 
of brandy alone drunk every year 
by the peasantry of this empire. 
pp. 75—77. 

Baptism. Dr. P. says :— 


«The cathedral church at Odessa is 
a noble building, in the Grecian style, 
with domes and crosses. One day 1 
entered it, when the protopope, or dean, 
was baptizing an infant. The day was 
excessively cold, there being upwards of 
ten degrees of frost, and the water in 
the font almost freezing. After the ce- 
remony was over, I expressed to the 
priest my surprise that they did not use 
tepid water, seeing the infant had to be 
three times immersed over head and ears 
in the icy bath. He smiled at my com- 
passion, and exclaimed —< Ah, there is 
no danger; the child is a Russian.’ In- 
deed, such are the superstitious opinions 
of the people, that were the chill taken 
off the water, they would probably doubt 
the validity: of the ordinance.” p. 153, 
“In Great Russia, the child is bap- 
tized usually in the church, or in a 
private house; and the prayers, exor- 
cisms, and ceremonies attending this or- 
dinance, are longand complicated. The 
Greeks and Russians always use the trine 
immersion ; the first, inthe name of the 
Father—the second, in that of the San— 
and the thirdin that of the Holy Ghost. 
When a priest cannot be obtained, they 
permit lay-baptism ; and they never re- 
baptize on any account whatever. 


. The Duchobortzisect has excited 
great attention :— 


«“They make the sacraments consist 
only in a spiritual reception of them, and 
therefore reject infant-baptism, Their 
origin is to be sought for among the 
Anabaptists, or Quakers.” 

It appears, however, that 

“In the Ukraine, or Little Russia, it is 
customary also to baptize by sprinkling 
or pouring water upon the body. This 
change the Little Russians, many of 
whom are Uniats, adopted from the 
Roman Catholics, when they were under 
the power of the Polish government, 
However, in cases of necessity, even in 
Great Russia, baptism by sprinkling or 
pouting water on the body is practised, 
and held to be valid.” 


Ina note, Dr. P. tells us he wit- 
nessed the baptism of an adult, in 
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the case of the Mongolian chief, 
Badma, who died in 1822. He 
was lying in bed, in a very weak 
state. Prince Galitzin was godfa- 
ther. Instead cf immersion, water 
was poured on his head three times. 
Immediately after baptism, he re- 
ceived the other sacrament: bread 
and wine, soaked together in a cup, 
and given with a spoon, The pious 
prince evidently felt much; and 
when the dying man partook of the 
holy communion, he shed many 
tears. Hedied on the third day after 
his baptism.—p. 157. 

Proverbs. We can select only a 
few for the entertainment and in- 
struction of the reader. 


Sin requires no teaching. 

Thieves are not abroad every night; 
yet every night make fast. 

Praise not thyself, nor dispraise. 

Thou wilt not see ali the world by 
looking out at thy own window. 

A fool can cast a stone where seven 
wise men cannot find it. 

Two hares at once, and you catch 
neither. 

His wealth is not on the barn-floor ; 
it is in his brains, 

At home, as I like it ; in company, as 
others will have it. 

They gave a naked man a shirt, and he 
says, ‘ How coarse itis!’ 

Hastthouapie? Thou wilt soon have 
a friend at table. 

The largest ass will not make an ele: 
phant. 

‘Freedom,’ says the bird, ‘ though the 
cage be a golden one.’ 

Every soldier would be general— 
every sailor, admiral, 

In travelling, and at their sports, men 
show what they are. 

A Greek speaks truth once in the year. 

The cow has a long tongue, but she is 
not allowed to speak, 

A golden bed will not relieve the sick, 


Russian Bible Society. Dr. P. 
speaks in the highest terms of the 
Princess Sophia Mestchersky, who 
was among the first to encourage him 
to attempt, in 1811, the formation of 
a Bible Society in Moscow ; which 
in two years was realized. 


“From this commencement in 18137 
till my leaving Russia, the princess had 
published ninety-three different pieces, 
amounting to upwards of 400,000 copies, 
on religious and moral subjects, which 
together form eight volumes, 8vo., and 
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which were gratuitously’ distributed, or 
sold at low prices.”’ 


Among these are the principal 
publications of the London Religious 
Tract Society. 

A very favourable account of the 
religious character of the late empe- 
ror Alexander is given, chiefly from 
the communications of the illustri- 
ous princess above mentioned, and 
written by her at the time of his 
death. 

The Russian Bible Society was 
founded in St. Petersburg, on the 
23rd of January,1813, and continued 
in full activity about twelve years 
under the patronage of Alexander. 
Daring the last three years of his 
reign, he was powerfully counter- 
acted by a strong party formed 
among the principal nobility and 
clergy. There were, too, conspirators 
forming diabolical plans against the 
peace of the empire, who misrepre- 
sented to the government the cha- 
racter and labours of the friends of 
religion and of Bible Institutions, 
to turn away attention from them- 
selves, and their own wicked revolu- 
tionary designs. But the mind of 
Alexander was not changed. 

When Nicholas his brother came 
to the throne, the plots of the party 
above referred to were happily over- 
thrown. But unhappily Seraphim, 
the metropolitan, with several other 
prelates, and one or two fanatical 
monks, had fer some years enter- 
tained unfriendly feelings towards 
the Institution. The new emperor’s 
Ukaz was published in 1826. 

It is gratifying, however, to find 
that on the 14th of March, 1831, a 
new Bible Society, exclusively for 
the Protestants in the Russian em- 
pire, was formed at St. Petersburg, 
with the sanction of the present em- 
peror; and that the president is 
Prince Lieven, the minister for pub- 
lic instruction, 

«A protestant nobleman of true piety, 
who laboured in the cause with indefati- 
gable zeal, during the whole period of 
the existence of the national institution.” 

We have been surprised and de- 
lighted to observe Dr. P. speaking 
of the present emperor as 

“Wise, energetic, and humane,” 
“who has begun a reform in the courts 


of justice ;’’ ‘a man of penetration, ener- 
gy, and benevolence ; who has already 
given many pleasing proofs of his sincere 
desire to advance the spiritual interests 
of the Russian people ;” ‘the determined 
courage and wise management of the 
young emperor,” &c¢,—pp. 348,389, 392, 

Surely, then, we may hope the 
national Bible Society will yet be 
restored. 

The appendix contains seven ser- 
mons, as specimens of the style of 
preaching among theRussian clergy; 
and the plates, illustrative of the 
dress and amusements of the peo- 
ple, are froma collection of litho- 
graphic costumes which the author 
brought with him from Russia. 


1. An Examination of the Practice of In- 
fant Baptism, designed to prove that it is 
inconsistent with the Principles of the 
New Testament : respectfully proposed for 
the consideration of all those who are de- 
sirous of a Scriptural Reformation of the 
Cluerch ; and who are prepared to follow 
Truth wherever it may lead. By a Mem- 
BER OF THE CuurcH OF ENGLAND. pp. 
123.—Hatchard. 

2.A Sermon on the Nature and Subjects of 
Christian Baplism. By Avoxrram 
Jupsoy, D.D.,Burmah.p.84,—Wight- 
man, 

Before assent is yielded to the 
result of any ‘‘ examination,” it is 
important, besides cautiously con- 
sidering the nature and amount of 
evidence which has been adduced in 
its favour, to reflect on the relative 
position which, as it respects the 
particular subject of investigation, 
the examiner has occupied in-pur- 
suing the object of his inquiry, and 
in relation to which he has now 
arrived toa conclusion he is an- 
xious—on account (as he believes) 
of its accordance with divine truth— 
should influence the conduct of 
others. If it be undoubted that his 
education, his tastes, his connex- 
ions, and even his prejudices, were 
all on the side of that conviction 
which he professes to have derived 
from patient and persevering re- 
search, it seems not unreasonable to 
require a copiousness and strength 
of argument, in its support, which, 
were all the circumstances aflecting 


| his relation to it decidedly unfa- 


vourable, would, perhaps, scarcely 
be deemed necessary. 
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. When, however, we witness the 
comparatively rare occurrence of an 
individual, surrounded with almost 
every description of temptation to 
stifle conviction, and, by his silence 
at least, to perpetuate a corruption 
in the Christian church, which for 
ages has been protected by legisla- 
tive authority, popular favour, and 
implicit faith, not onlynobly triumph- 
ing over every inducement to com- 
promise the interests of truth by re- 
fusing to surrender himself to its 
acknowledged claims, but venturing 
forth, and assailing error inits most 
splendid fastness, and pursuing it to 
its final retreat; and that to, by the 
employment of arguments whose 
overwhelming force is partly derived 
from the peculiar suavity with 
which they are urged, we are unable 
to resist such an occasion for ex- 
claiming, ‘‘This is the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes.” 

The publications which have occa- 
sioned these reflections, whose titles 
are placed at the head of this 
article, appear to us to present 
more-than ordinary claims to public 
consideration. The perspicuity of 
their style, the force of their argu- 
ments, and especially the thoroughly 

Christian temper which pervades 
them throughout, cannot fail, if they 
be read, to secure commendation, 
even where they fail to convince. 
Wecan easily suppose it possible to 
find persons who may affect to de- 
spise what is thus, with every cir- 
cumstance adapted to excite respect, 
urged upon their attention; but 
that -any well-constituted mind, 
whatever be its ultimate conclusion 
on the subject, can treat these pam- 
phlets with indifference, as though 
that to which they relate were unim- 
portant, or that they were defective 
in truth and candour, is what we are 
extremely unwilling to believe. At 
the same time, we most frankly ac- 
Knowledge that, owing to certain in- 
conveniences, and, perhaps, even 
consequences, which we conceive 
might arise, in some instances at 
least, from a thorough and an im- 
partial investigation of the evidence 
adduced by these respective and 
respectable writers in support of 
their principles, we are not ailoge- 
ther without apprehension, that by 
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something approaching toa profound 
silence in certain quarters, or itmay 
be by something even more beneath 
the dignity of Christian criticism, 
the powerful, though eminently 
temperate, appeals of these luminous 
pages may obtain a perusal far less 
extensive than is consistent either 
with the interests of truth, or the 
merits of its advocates. 

Deprecating such aresult of these 
distinguished efforts, we enter upon 
a more particular notice of the 
first of these publications. The au- 
ther designates himself ‘‘a member 
of the Church of England ;”’ and his 
design is ‘‘ to prove that it is incon- 
sistent with the principles of the 
New Testament” to baptize uncon- 
scious infants. The work is divided 
into ten sections, prefaced by a most 
respectful but spirit-stirring letter 
“to the Editor of the Christian Ob- 
server.” From this admirable appeal 
we extract as follows :— 

“This work is the result of many 
refiections, excited at different times, 
through a long series of years, by the 
reading of many articles and discussions 
in the Christian Observer. The prac- 
tice of admitting infants to the sacra- 
ment of baptism, I apprehend, must ap- 
pear to almost all reflecting persons, at 
some times, to be of a very dubious cha- 
racter; and if it shall appear that the 
fair tendency of those parts of your 
work which I refer to, is to render it 
still more so, then I am persuaded that 
you will ullow that the publication is, 


without impropriety, thus offered to your 
notice,” 


He adds :— 

*“« The question respecting the propri- 
ety of admitting infants to the sacrament 
of baptism must, I conceive, before 
long, become a subject of grave discus~ 
sion within the church. Then the real 
importance of the question will become 
manifest, and it will be found necessary 
that it should be more comprehensively 
considered in all its bearings, than it has 
hitherto been, With regard to the 
question, as itstands between the church 
and the Antipadobaptist party,excepting 
the question—whether it is the duty of 
Christian governors to promote Christi- 
anity—this, respecting infant baptism, 
is of more real importance than all others 
in dispute between the church and ortho- 
dow dissenters. 

“The reading of the papers in an 
early volume of your work, on Dr. Tay- 


) lor’s Key to the Apostolical Writings, 
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first excited the reflections which led to 
my determination to offer, for the consi- 
deration of the Christian public, some 
thoughts on the subject of infant bap- 
tism.” 


Again, in this introductory letter, 
we read :— 

“ Never before, in any way, were so 
large a number of persons, so competent 
to the task, brought together for its con- 
sideration. In your volumes, men of the 
deepest piety, of fine talents, and with 
minds every way prepared for the consi- 
deration of the subject, have laboured 
to produce the scriptural elucidation of 
the baptismal grace. I am persuaded 
that I should not exaggerate, if I were 
to say that if all the divines in Christen- 
dom had been assembled at the com- 
mencement of the present century, and 
had held as many sessions as the council 
of Trent, for the purpose of settling this 
question, the controversy would not 
have been so happily conducted as it has 
been in your pages, nor pursued to a 
more Satisfactory result. But what is 
the result? Notwithstanding that no- 
thing is so manifest as the effects of the 
operation of divine grace, for whereso- 
ever it does operate the effects are 
“known and read of all men,’ yet in 
answer to the inquiry, ‘ What are the 
nature and consequences of the grace 
communicated by the Holy Spirit in 
baptism?’ the Christian Observer, with 
all its voices united, declares, ‘ We can- 
not tell.’ This issue of the matter is 
virtually avowed by yourself incidentally 
ina short sentence in the number for 
October, 1833, where you say, ‘The 
Church of England certainly assumes 
far more than the nudum signum, though 
it does not go to the length of the opus 
operatum.? Within these boundaries, 
then, it is admitted that the proper place 
of rest is not yet discovered.” 


And yet once more: 

“« Tnow, Sir, with great humility, beg 
to submit that the church has made its 
utmost efforts in this inquiry—that 
every thing respecting it has been con- 
centrated in your volumes ; that the best 
Christian talents have been bestowed 
upon it in vain, up to the conclusion of 
thé first third part of the nineteenth 
century, and to the commencement of the 
fourth century of the Reformation, and 
that, therefore, it is a fair conclusion 
that further} inquiry is quite hopeless, 
the imagined baptismal grace for un- 
conscious infants being manifestly 
an undiscoyerable, non-existent thing. 
I wish here to add, that a reference 
to obvious facts leads inevitably to the 


23 


same coaclusion, In ‘the all-wise 
providence of the great Head of the 
church, the matter has been brought to 
the test of experiment, which has been 
going on upon a sufficiently large scale 
for more than two centuries in this 
country. ‘Two Christian parties have 
conscientiously refrained from having 
their children baptized ; so that, if the 
baptizing of infants were accompanied 
with any measure of the Holy Spirit’s 
influence, the effects would have been 
rendered quite evident by the contrast. 
But what do facts declare? What spi- 
ritual advantages do baptized children 
discover themselves to be possessed of 
which unbaptized children do not possess, 
in cases where all other things are equal ? 
Surely all fair Christian observers of the 
dispensations of the King of grace in 
his church, must be constrained to 
allow that the advantages are undiscern- 
ible, and therefore can have no exis- 
tence.” 


There is still another passage in 
this sensible and truly Christian 
letter, which we must be allowed 
to present to our readers. 


«* Tt may be assumed that I have come 
to a wrong conclusion ; but, I presume, 
it will be admitted to be desirable that 
the question I have considered should 
be more satisfactorily settled than it is at 
present, and if, as I trust it will appear, 
that I have examined it under no influ- 
ence but the love of ‘truth, it may be 
allowed that the work may be useful in 
assisting others to come to a right con- 
clusion. Every man who treats 0, 
subject honestly, does something to put 
itin a right point of view. I confess,I can- 
not now hope that, if I am wrong, I 
shall live to be convinced of it ; but truly 
I feel no interest in error, and I take no 
pleasure in differing from ministers and 
brethren in Christ; so that, if I were 
conyinced of being wrong, I could re- 
nounce my present opinions with more 
ease than I can now divest myself of a 
garment.” 

Whether the able writer to whom 
these respectful and impressive ap- 
peals are made, will so far resist 
their influence as to make no reply, 
and attemptno vindication from the 
charge ofa destructive error, so dis- 
tinctly brought against the church 
of which he is a member, remains 
to be seen; yet, after reading the 
powerful pages to which the preced- 
ing extracts are prefixed, if it be ex- 
pectedthat the Scriptures exclusively 
are to be admitted as evidence in re- 


24 


pelling the accusation, we must con- 
fess ourselves utterly at a loss to 
conceive how it is possible that any 
satisfactory answer should be given. 
Butifourauthor cannot be answered, 
let him at least be heard, He says:— 

“In the present day, no intelligent 
evangelical writer would think of ad- 
vancing such things as Hooker and some 
other eminent and good men have said 
on the subject of baptism, Men of re- 
flection and genuine Christian character 
now perceive themselves here to be but 
in cloudy regions, where mighty minds 
have strangelybewildered themselves,and 
refrain from venturing distinct specula- 
tions and positive assertions. They do 
not come forward with anything like the 
confidence of their predecessors. They 
speak strongly against the opus operatum 
of Papists, and papistical Protestants ; 
and though they would not be thought 
to deny that grace is, in some way, con- 
nected with baptism in the case ofinfaits, 
yet they frequently make it evident that 
they would rather escape from close dis- 
cussion. There is aremarkable instance 
of this in the Bampton Lectures of the 
late Dr. Heber, Bishop of Calcutta. He 
says: ‘Both grace and comfort, if they are 
not necessarily inherent in the washing of 
regeneration, and the eucharistic bread 
and wine, may at least be attained by a 
proper use of thosemeans.’ Surely this 
obscure and doubtful passage, on a sub- 
ject simple and apprehensible enough in 
Holy Scripture, is something diferent to 
what ought to be expected from a pro- 
foundly learned ruler of, the church. 
What Christian ever thought of denying 
that grace and comfort might be attained 
by a proper use of these ordinances? 
On the other hand, are we to be driven 
to the mortification of supposing that, in 
the present day, others beside Papists 
can be induced to suppose that grace and 
comfort can be necessarily inherent in any 
thing material ? Upon the whole, I think 
it is evident to an observer, that there is 
some hesitation and want of confidence 
among thinking members of the church 
with regard to this view of baptism: 
yet the idea of a mysterious connexion 
between the materiel Gf I may use the 
word) of the ordinances and divine 
grace, has by no means lostitshold of 
the mind ; which is in a great measure 
owing to the magic influence of imagi- 
nary sacred words. Such terms as 
‘elements,’ ‘holy mysteries,’ have a 
strange effect in causing men to feel as 
though it would be sacrilegious and pre- 
sumptuous to open their eyes, and view 
those divine institutions in the light of 
Scripture, 
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« But the imagination, that the appli- 
cation of the ordinance of baptisin to 
unconscious infants is a divinely ap- 
pointed medium of grace to them, is so 
incompatible with real facts, that a phi- 
lanthropic Christian, who looks around, 
and has his heart affected by the real 
state of society, even in this country, if 
he could at that moment be brought 
closely to reconsider this opinion, which, 
at other moments, when facts are for- 
gotten, raise delightful feelings in his 
mind, could not but have his eyes open 
to the fallacy:—the illusion would 
vanish at once. If baptism were a 
divinely appointed medium of spiritual 
good to the minds of infants, then its 
beneficial tendency must appear in the 
development of children in Christian 
countries. If this manifestly appeared 
to be the case, all controversy would be 
at an end. But do the instructors of 
youth discover it?) Has the warmest 
advocate for the practice of baptizing 
children ever ventured such an asser- 
tion? And if infants grow up, believe, 
and are baptized, is it conceivable that 
their heavenly lot will be at all worse 
than that of those who were baptized in 
their infancy ; or that, if they die un- 
baptized, without any fault of their own, 
they will in any wise suffer for the omis- 
sion? Now if all these questions be 
answered in the negative, as undoubtedly 
they must, what becomes of the imagi- 
nary paradise of blessings and privileges 
to which baptism is to introduce the 
millions of our infants? Why should 
the holy Lord God, our Saviour, be 
represented as mocking his church by 
promises of mysterious, pompous 
nothings?” pp. 65—69, 


Thus it is that this author remon- 
strates with the members of his own 
communion. But does he? neglect 
to extend the application of the ar- 
gument to other Peedobaptists? The 
reader shall be put in possession of 
the means of judging. 


“But if the Church of England rests 
this practice on such insufficient 
grounds, how do the Pedobaptist Con» 
gregationalists support the practice? 
They appear to me to have scarcely any 
ground at all which they can ackndw- 
ledge, consistently with their funda- 
mental principles as Congregationalists. 
They are supported in the practice 
wholly by clinging to custom, and by 
borrowing the arguments of the adyo- 
cates of national churches just for an 
occasion. It is quite inconsistent with 
their principles to acknowledge such a 
visible church as infants are professedly 
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introduced to by baptism. They recog- 
mise no such church, except on the 
Qccasion of baptizing their children. 
They admit of no officers, and allow no 
government, for such achurch. They 
consider all apparently unconnected 
persons as belonging only to the world, 
and admit their own children to become 
members of their churches exactly in 
the same way as they would a stranger 
coming from a country not professing 
Christianity ; except that, in their case, 
they are saved the ceremony of baptiz- 
ing, which is the divinely appointed way 
of admission into a visible church. 
National ecclesiastical establishments, 
which yet unavoidably resulted from the 
practice of infant baptism, they hold to 
be altogether anti-scriptural, and founded 
upon an anti-christian union of church 
and state. They have, therefore, no rea- 
sonable pretence for arguing for the prac- 
tice from the appointment of circum- 
cision, which can with consistency be 
used only by those who think that Chris- 
tianity was designed to have a secular, 
external character. Some of them, in- 
deed, seem ashamed of this obvious 
inconsistency, and have recourse to an 
imaginary distinction between the cove- 
nant of redemption and the covenant of 
grace ; and instead of professing that by 
baptism they make their children mem- 
bers of the visible church, they assert 
that by doing so they place them visibly 
withinthe one covenant,though notwithin 
the other. But aserious refutation of such 
a notion can hardly be necessary ; it may 
be classed with other unintelligible and 
unauthorized imaginations, 

«© The members of the church, retain- 
ing their veneration for the notions re- 
specting the sacraments established as 
catholic in the primitive ages, have some 
specious ground of hope that the ad- 
ministration of the ordinance to their 
infants will be accompanied with a com- 
munication of grace, in consequence of 
the imagined occult connexion between 
the ‘ elements’ and the grace of the or- 
dinance, they have, with something like 
a pretence of reason, expected that their 
children might thereby be made mem- 
bers of Christ, children of God, and 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven, They 
are persuaded that itis consistent with 
truth to speak of baptism for infants as 
“the washing of regeneration,’ the laver 
of regeneration—the well-spring of di- 
vine life, &c., &c., and that in this matter 
theyrightlyexerciseChristian submission 
in following ‘the sacramental host of 
God’s elect.’ But the Independents 
have no pretence of the kind for this ap- 
plication of a holy ordinance to infants, 
They expect their children to derive no 
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benefit from it, other than what they 
would derive through their prayers, and 
from the blessing of God in bringing 
them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. They renounce all defe- 
rence to catholic authority in matters of 
religion and conscience, and profess to 
believe that all the light which the case 
requires is to be found in the Scriptures, 
and that it is dangerous to follow any 
other. They have also nomore right to 
use the argument drawn from the bap- 
tism of households, than they have that 
drawn from circumcision: they are both 
founded on the same principle — an 
assumption that the doors of the Chris- 
tian visible church have been opened by 
our Lord himself to the unconscious and 
unconverted, in diametrical opposition 
to the principles on which they found 
their opposition to the established 
church. Surely it cannot be, that wise 
master-builders should much longer em- 
ploy themselves in daubing this papal 
wall with untempered mortar.”’p.39—92, 

We are decidedly of opinion that 
whoever may take uponhimselfto re- 
ply seriously to these statements, will 
find the undertaking to be neither 
quite easy nor very agreeable. Itmay 
not be improper to state that this is 
anew and somewhat enlarged edi- 
tion of a work, published several 
years ago, by the same author. 

Dr. Judson’s sermon, which is 
also a reprint, is perspicuous, ela- 
borate, and irrefragable, 


1. The Management of Bees, with a De- 
scription of the Ladies’ Safety Hive : 
with Forty Illustrative Engravings. By 
Samuer Bacster, Jun., pp. 244. Bag- 
ster. 

2. Spiritual Honey from Natural Hives ; 
or Meditations and Observations on the 
Natural History and Habits of Bees : first 
introduced to public notice in 1657. By 
Samvuext Puncuasz, M. A. pp.176.— 
Bagster. 

The worthy editor of these vo- 
lumes has, we think, exercised a 
sound discretion in publishing them 
separately. ‘To the initiated in 
apiarian research, ‘‘ The Manage- 
ment of Bees” cannot fail to be 
highly interesting. For ourown part, 
we must confess that, if certain mi- 
nute descriptions which may pos- 
sibly offend a refined moral sensi- 
bility, could have been omitted, we 
should have considered the work 
more valuable on that account. Per- 


haps our hint may prove available 
£ 
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gospel in Ireland, will long be re- 
membered. 

Rich in Scripture knowledge and 
in Christian experience, with a 
lively imagination and a great com- 
mand of language, the writer has 
poured out her melodious strains 
from the fulness of her heart, 

Most of the subjects are taken 
from the Old Testament or the 
New, and the versification embraces 
a great variety of metres, with the 
ease and sweetness almost peculiar 
to female writers. The whole book 
of Jonah is finely illustrated in a 
series of poems which cannot fail to 
please. 

This little volume is introduced 
by a modest preface, and a “‘ Son- 
net inscribed to the memory of the 
Rev. J. Saffery,” which is worth 
transcribing :— 


for a future edition,. With this ex- 
ception, we would most cordially 
recommend this production to the 
perusal of our readers generally; 
and to those who are engaged in 
the study of that part of natural 
history to which it refers, especially. 
The engravings are exceedingly 
creditable to the talent of the artist. 

As to the ‘“ Meditations” con- 
tained in the other volume, they are 
altogether above our praise. They 
areeminently instructive and pious, 
admirably calculated to secure the 
attention even of the thoughtless, 
and to promote, ina very high de- 
gree, the pleasure and the profit of 
the considerate. In confirmation, 
we present our readers with the 
following specimen : 


“Tf the bee lights upon a flower 
where there is no honey (being wasted 
or gathered before), she quickly gets 
off, and flies away to another that will 
furnish her. Let us not lose ourselves 
and forget our errand: our father, Adam, 
lost our happiness, and we are sent to 
seek it; seek it where itis, and go 
handsomely to work; say, I am not for 
riches, they are made for me; I am not 
for creatures, they are made for me, and 
Tam their master; therefore these can- 
not make me happy: I am made for 
eternity, for everlasting life and happi- 
ness; therefore, let me study that; 
mind that end beyond inferior ends. 
Why do men seek wealth,, but to be 
happy? Why pleasures, why honours, 
but because they would be happy? If 
these things cannot bless and enhappy 
me, why should I burn daylight ? why 
should 1 not off them, as the bee gets 
off thé plants that yield her no honey, and 
once, at last, see where my happiness 
lies, inpursuing happiness, and where 
my happiness lies, in God’s ways ; the 
first step whereof is poverty of spirit ?”’ 
p- 22. 


_We hope these valuable reflec- 
tions will be often reprinted. 


«« Thou hadst a soul for melody to greet, 

When thou wert here, among the weary- 
hearted ; 

And thoughts of thee are like sweet 
sounds departed, 

That visit time with echoes,—and repeat 

Strains that were breath’d beside my 
pilgrim feet ; 

As if I heard the voice of my past years, 

And thou wert singing in this vale of 
tears. 

But ’tis not in the desert we shall meet— 

And who would wish thee where the 
world is weeping ? 

Thou hast a blessed minstrelsy on high. 

The lyre of praise, o’er which thy song 
is Sweeping, 

Hath not a pause like mine—a pause 
to sigh. 

Harps strung for holiest themes to both 
are given ; 

But mine is tun’d on earth—and thine, 
in heayen.” 


Many others are exquisitely 
sweet. We have been particularly 
pleased with one on Jonathan's 
friendship, which concludes thus :— 


‘“<O chieftain ! in thy life was seen 
That friendship in immortal mould, 

To which ambition’s hope is mean, 

And woman’s kindest thought is cold. 
‘«Gilboa! let thy mountain-heath 

Like Jesse’s gentle harp complain ; 
There Israel’s beauty bow’d in death, 
There Jonathan, the friend, was slain !’” 


Poems on Sacred Subjects. By Manta 
Grace Sarrery. Hamilton and Co, ; 
Darton and Harvey, 


These poems are from the pen of 
the widow of the late Rey. John 
Saffery, of Salisbury, whose name 
is still fragrant there, and in many 
other places; whose zealous la- | and we are glad to observe that 
bours of love in our Bengal Mis- ' the subscribers’ names are numer- 
sion, and in the propagation of the ous, and highly respectable. 


The work is very neatly got up, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


AN APPEAL TO CHRISTIAN LADIES, IN BE- 
HALF OF FEMALE EDUCATION IN CHINA, 
INDIA, AND THE EAST, 


From the last census taken by the 
Chinese government in 1813, it appears 
that the population of that empire was 
then 362,447,183; a population more 
than twenty times as great as that of 
Greenland, Labrador, the Canadas, the 
‘West Indies, the South Sea Islands, the 

Cape, Madagascar, Greece, Egypt, Abys- 
* simia, and Ceylon,—i. e., more than 
twenty times as large as nearly the 
whole field of Christian missions, India 
and the East being excepted. 

In 1821, the missionary, Dr. Milne, 
calculated the population of Cochin 
China, Corea, Loo-choo, Japan, and 
other districts tributary to China, to be 
about 60,000,000, If there should be in 
those countries, with Burmah and Siam, 
only 20,000,000 instead of 60,000,000, 
they form an important field of mission- 
ary labour. The British subjects of 
continental and ultra-Gangetic India, 
are 77,743,178; the population more 
or less under British influence in India, 
is 33,994,000 ; making a total under 
British influence in India,of 111,736,178. 
Of the 362 millions of the Chinese em- 
pire, probably 150 millions are females ; 
and among the 111 millions of India 
there are about 50 millions more; so 
that, in these two countries, there are 
200 millions of heathen females demand- 
ing our commiseration and Christian 
care. 

The condition of the Chinese women 
is thus described by the missionary 
Gutzlaff :—‘“ Such a general degradation 
in religion makes it almost impossible 
that females should have their proper 
rank in society. They are the slaves 
and concubines of their masters, live 
and die in ignorance, and every effort to 
raise themselyes above the rank assigned 
them, is regarded as impious arrogance. 
As long as mothers are not the instruc- 
ters of their children, and wives are not 


the companions of their husbands, the | 


regeneration of this great empire will 
proceed very slowly.” As might be 
expected, suicide is a refuge to which 
thousands of these ignorant idolaters 
fly. ««The unnatural crime of infanticide - 
is so common among them, that it is 
perpetrated without any feeling, and 
even in a laughing mood. There is also 
carried on a regular traffic in females,” 


_ The condition of the Hindoo women 
is, if possible, worse. They are treated 
as slaves, may not eat with their hus- 
bands, and are expressly permitted by 
law to be beaten. Degraded and des- 
pised, they naturally sink towards the 
level assigned them by public opinion. 
They have no mental employment what- 
ever; and being very much excluded 
by the extreme jealousy of which they 
are the objects, from missionary in- 
struction, it appears that their miserable 
condition must be perpetuated, till Hin- 
dco society undergoes a radical change, 
unless they be improved by Christian 
schools, 

To meet these necessities, a society 
has been formed of ladies of various de- 
nominations, united together by Chris- 
tian piety, for the wretched female popu- 
lation whom they wish to elevate and 
bless. Some of the objects to which 
the Committee will direct their atten- 
tion, are the following: 

1. To collect and to diffuse informe- 
tion on the subject. 

2. To prepare and send out pious and 
intelligent women, as trainers and super- 
intendents of the native female teachers. 

3. Toassist those who may be anxious 
to form female schools in accordance 
with the rules of this society, by grants 
of money, books, and superintendence. 

What Christian lady, to whom this 
appeal may come, will refuse her co- 
operation in so good a work? To aid the 
beneficent legislation of a paternal go- 
vernment in the improvement of so large 
a population committed to our care ; 
to rescue the weak from oppression, and 
to comfort the miserable in their sor- 
row; to give to the infant population of 
India, and of China, the blessings of 
maternal wisdom and piety; to teach 
the men of those nations, that those 
who are now their degraded slaves, may 
be their companions, counsellors, and 


| friends; to disgrace, by a knowledge of 


the rudiments of European science, those 
fabulous and polluted legends of their 
sacred books, which are at variance with 
geographical and astronomical facts ; to 
make them acquainted with the Bible, 
which now they cannot read; to place 
them under the instruction of the mis- 
sionary, from whom they are at present 
excluded; to bring them to the know- 
ledge of Christ, and to prove that his 
grace can do more in a few years to 
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bless them, than centuries of heathenism 

could do to degrade them ;—these are 
the great objects which carried Mrs. 
Wilson to the children of Hindostan, 
and Miss Wallace to those of China: 
but, while “the harvest truly is plente- 
ous, the labourers are few.”’ Other wo- 
men of equal capacity, and who can 
show the same perseverance springing 
from compassion and faith, must follow 
the good example. And if they offer 
themselyes to this work of the 
Lord, will not the Christian women of 
this country, by sending them forth, and 
supporting them in their work, show to 
the continent and the world, that grati- 
tude to God and to Christ for the bless- 
ings of providence and grace, can kindle 
in their hearts an earnest and self-deny- 
ing pity for those who, though they 
speak in other tongues, and are separated 
from us by half the earth’s circum- 
ference, are yet as capable of joy and 
sorrow as ourselves, and are among those 
to whom our Redeemer has commanded 
that the gospel should be preached ? 

Wives, who are happy in the affection 
and esteem of your husbands ; mothers, 
who enjoy your children’s reverence and 
gratitude ; children, who have been 
blessed by a mother’s example, and a 
mother’s care; sisters, who have found 
in brothers your warmest friends ; Chris- 
tian women, who feel that you can lend 
to society its charm, and receive from it 
a loyal courtesy in return; protected, 
honoured, and loved—impart your bless- 
ings to those who are miserable because 
they are without them, If your minds 
are intelligent and cultivated—if your 
lives are useful and happy—and if you 
can look for a blessed immortality be- 
yond the graye, do not, for the love of 
Christ, whose sufferings have been the 
source of all your blessings, and of all 
your hopes, do not refuse to make Him 
known, that the degraded millions of 
the East may, like you, be “blessed in 
Him,” and, like you, may ‘call him 
blessed,” 

Those readers who desire further in- 
formation may obtain it from Mr, Suter, 
19, Cheapside; by whom contributions 
will be thankfully received. 


——____ 


EXTRACT FROM TUE FORTY -FIFTH QUAR-= 
TERLY REGISTER OF THE BAPTIST 
HOME MISSION. 


_The Committee of this Society de- 
sire, humbly and thankfully, to acknow- 
ledge the goodness of God for the many 
favourable openings which appear for 
the “ spread of the gospel at home.” 


Whilst they deeply regret that, for 
want of means, they cannot employ 
more labourers, they gratefully record 
some unexpected supplies to their ex- 
hausted funds; they indulge the hope 
that many of their fellow Christians will 
follow the example of their friend, Mr. 
Nice, and others, who have nobly come 
to the help of the Lord in time of need. 

The following extract from the Re- 
port of the Auxiliary Society for Exeter 
and North Devon will, it is hoped, be 
acceptable as a specimen of that work 
which all true Christians pray may 
prosper. 

« At Torrington, our brother Putsrorp 
still continues to carry on the work of 
the Lord with the true spirit of a la- 
borious minister of the word, ever zeal- 
ous in the work, and watching for the 
salvation of souls; and the great Head 
of the church has again honoured him 
with the reward of his labours. Possess- 
ed with heartfelt love for souls, he 
appears to have continually before him, 
as his motto, ‘Work while it is day ; 
for the night cometh in which no man 
can work ;’ he is instant in season and 
out of season. From his letter of the 
15th inst., we make the following ex- 
tract :—‘ I have great pleasure in stating 
that the Lord in his great mercy con- 
tinues to bless our feeble instrumen- 
tality, thirty-two have been brought to 
the knowledge of the truth, and added 
to the church by baptism since October 
last ; and-we continue to carry the word 
of life into thirteen villages, in many 
of which the power and glory of God 


are seen and felt. Glory be to his. 


name. At Langtree, we have long 
mourned the lack of room, but I am 
happy to state that a chapel which will 
contain about 150 is nearly finished. At 
Langtree Wick we want to do the same, 
and trust that the great Head of the 
church will prepare the way for our 
doing so before long. At St. Giles, we 
have added another room to the one wa 
occupied ; and at Hatherleigh we have 
baptized ten, and as many more appear 
to be converted to God, and will follow 
the Lord in that delightful ordinance 
soon. Our new place of worship at 
Hatherleigh is covered in, and thines 
wear a very pleasing aspect. O for 
the downpouring of the Holy Spirit 
that the sacred fire may spread from 
village to village, and from town to 
town, till the whole world shall be full 
of the glory of God! Nothing is want- 
ing to obtain this, but the hearty co- 
operation of all our churches in the 
great work—the entering into relic 
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one laying himself or herself out for 
God, and the eternal welfare of their 
fellow-creatures. We have four Sun- 
day-schools, in which 280 children are 
taught the word and way of God, and we 
trust will yield a future harvest to the 
church.’ ” 


THE BISHOP OF LONDON 
DISSENTERS. 


(From the Times.) 


A second edition of a ‘‘ Remonstrance 
addressed to the Lord Bishop of London, 
on the Sanction given, in his late Charge 
to the Clergy of that Diocese, to the 
Calumnies against the Dissenters con- 
tained in certain Letters signed L.S.E.,” 
has recently appeared, with the respect- 
able name of Mr. Charles Lushington. 
The letters referred to, which are 
addressed to a Dissenting minister of 
the Congregational denomination, and 
written, it appears, by a clergyman of 
the church of England, might well be 
mistaken for a subtle and refined ruse of 
a bitter enemy of that church. Ata 
moment when the feelings of the Dis- 
senters are wrought up to intense excite- 
ment by a sense of wrong from grie- 
vances unredressed, an individual of that 
class who teach from the pulpit that a 
man who lacketh charity lacketh every 
thing, has had the daring effrontery to 
yomit forth a mass of rancorous scurrility 
against the whole Dissenting body, es- 
pecially its teachers, applying to them 
epithets proscribed in almost every 
species of polemical warfare, except 
that carried on by Carlile and his party, 
detailing disgusting anecdotes thinly 
veiled in the decency of a Latin transla- 
tion, excluding them from the pale of 
Christianity, and proclaiming that ‘‘ the 
curse of God rests heavily upon them !”’ 
It is to be regretted that there are a few 
individuals of the letter-writer’s class, 
men who haye exchanged the sword for 
the gown, or who desire to transform the 
pen into the sword; but these intole- 
rant zealots, so long as their acts are 
not countenanced by their superiors, do 
but little mischief, Theletters in question, 
however, have been specifically recom- 
mended in a note appended to the late 
charge of the Bishop of Londen, as 
“containing a great deal of useful in- 
formation and sound reasoning, set forth 
witha little too much warmth of invec- 
tive against the Dissenters.” Mr. 
Lushington, who ayows himself a mem- 
ber of the church of England, has had 
the candour and manliness to step for- 
ward and publicly vindicate the Dissen- 
ters from the effects of such a recom- 
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mendation of such a work, suggesting, 

at the same time, “some political and 

Christian considerations, which should 

operate to secure for those calumniated 

persons a little more conciliatoriness 

from their opponents, anda far greater 

measure of justice from their judges.’ 

He shows what the Dissenters have 

done, and are doing, to supply the defi- 

ciencies of the established church; he 

disproves the accusation that the Dissen- 

ters, asa body, seek to destroy that 

church, which would be repugnant 

to the system to which they owe their 

distinction as a religious body; and he 

suggests that, if the religious wants of 
the community are to be adequately sup- 

plied, it must be by one of three plans— 

either by the establishment and other 

sects, as at present; or by the estab- 

lishment alone, all other sects being 

merged, comprehended, or put down ; 
or by the episcopal church and other de- 

nominations, without an establishment.® 
He assumes that the second is impracti- 

cable, inasmuch as the establishment 
could not be extended, on the basis of 
taxation, so as to meet the wants of the 
population, and the sects could not be 
merged or put down. The choice is, 
therefore, between the first, which ren- 
ders the Dissenters necessary as auxili- 

aries, and therefore to be conciliated ; 
and the third, which would reduce the 
church of England to the dimensions of 
an episcopal,but non-established,church. 
Such frenzied partisans as ‘‘L. S. E.” 
would be more likely to bring about the 
third alternative than the second. 


EXTRACT FROM A CORRESPONDENT’S LET- 
TER, ADDRESSED 10 THE RIGHT REV, THE 
LORD BISHOP OF LONDON, 


My Lord, 

In the notes appended to your Lord- 
ship’s Charge, delivered at the last 
visitation, reference is made to a work, 
entitled, ‘ Letters to a Dissenting Mi- 
nister, &c., by L. S. HE.” It is most 
prudently admitted, that the work con- 
tains ‘‘too much sharpness of invective 
against the dissenters ;” your Lordship 
has, however, added, ‘‘ I recommend the 
publication as containing a great deal of 
useful information and sound reasoning.” 

It was prudent in L.S. FE. not to at- 
tach his name to a work, that would 
give him a notoriety for impudence 
and slander which no future penitence 
could by any possibility remove. How 
far it was wise to sanction with the 
authority of your Lordship’s name, the 
work of an author who had not the rash- 
ness to reveal his own, remains for the 
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effects it will produce upon society to 
determine, 

L.S. E. has stated in page 360, that 
“the late Mr. Abraham Booth,* an 
eminent dissenting teacher in London, 
would never pray for the King (George 
the Third) at all.” Allow me, therefore, 
to inform your Lordship and the name- 
less individual who enjoys your patron- 
age, that the assertion is entirely false. 
During the thirty-seven years in which 
he administered the ordinances and truth 
of Jesus Christ in Prescot-street, he 
not only never refused, but made it his 
uniform ‘practice, to pray. for ‘‘ our 
rightful Sovereign the King, his Royal 
Consort the Queen, and every branch of 
the Royal Family ;” of this many living 
witnesses may be brought, who still 
remain the fruits of his exertions. Much 
sympathy is due to your Lordship on 
account of the present intensity of 
professional excitement; but the injunc- 

*tion laid by inspiration upon a Bishop 
must not be forgotten, ‘‘ Lay hands sud- 
denly on no man, neither be thou par- 
taker in other men’s sins: keep thy- 
self pure.” 

With sincere respect, I am, my Lord, 
your Lordship’s humble servant, 
Hackney, Dec. 4, 1834. Isaac Boorn. 


DUTIES ARISING OUT OF THE PRESENT 
ASPECT OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS, 

Ata Meeting of the “‘ Deputies from 
the several Congregations of Protestant 
Dissenters of the Three Denominations 
in and within twelve miles of London, 
appointed to protect their Civil Rights,” 
held at the King’s Head TaVern in the 
Poultry, on Friday, the 19th day of De- 
ecember, 1834, 

Henry Waymourn, Esq., in the Chair. 

Resolved, 

That this Deputation cordially ap- 
proves of the following Resolutions of 
the United Committee of Protestant 
Dissenters in London, passed on the 18th 
ult. ; viz.— 

«That, while this Committee bows to 
the exercise of the Royal Prerogative, 
they have learned, with feelings of un- 
feigned and profound regret, the sudden 
dismissal from His Majesty’s Councils of 
his late confidential advisers ; entertain- 
ing, as they do, a cordial approbation of 
the general measures of their Adminis- 
tration, and confiding in their principles 
as the sincere friends of civil and reli- 
gious freedom, 

«That, while theCommittee cannot but 
express their disappointment and sorrow 
that the just claims of Protestant Dis- 


My revered parent entered into his rest in 
06, 
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senters have hitherto been postponed, 
they are convinced that such delay on the 
part of His Majesty’s late Government 
arose chiefly from the obstructions to 
which they were subject, both from eccle- 
siastical and political opponents. The 
regret which this Committee feels at the 
dismissal of the late Administration is 
also greatly aggravated by the assurance 
that it has occurred at a moment when its 
members were preparing means of re- 
dress for the chief practical grievances 
of which Dissenters complain. 

“That, in the probable event of a 
General Election, this Committee confi- 
dently anticipates, from the Protestant 
Dissenters throughout the empire, the 
most decided and uncompromising oppo- 
sition to that political party who have 
avowed themselves the unflinching oppo- 
nents of their interests, and whose 
speeches and votes on the Bill for the 
admission of Dissenters to the Univer- 
sities, ought never to be forgotten ; and, 
in the event of such election, this Com- 
mittee relies also on all classes of Dis- 
senters for the immediate adoption of 
measures best calculated to ensure the 
return, as Representatives to Parliament, 
of men liberal and enlightened in their 
views, the tried friends of Religious 
Liberty, National Improvement, and 
Universal Freedom. 

‘«That this Committee pledges itself 
to persevere in seeking the full andimme- 
diate relief of the practical Grievances of 
Protestant Dissenters upon the princi- 
ples it has repeatedly avowed.” 

That this Deputation strongly urges 
upon its Constituents the impertance of 
promptly and vigorously acting upon 
the recommendations contained in the 
foregoing resolutions as to the choice of 
Representatives in the ensuing Parlia- 
ment. 

That the declaration of the line of 
policy intended to be pursued by the 
Administration of Sir Robert Peel, as 
contained in his address to the Electors 
of Tamworth, is most unsatisfactory to 
Dissenters, and affords no prospect of the 
adoption of liberal measures on the part 
of the Cabinet of which he is the head. 

That this deputation cannot but re- 
cord its total want of reliance on the 
granting of any effectual reliefto Dissen- 


| ters by a political party which have ever 


been opposed to the affording to that 
numerous and important body their just 
and equalrights as subjects of the Realm, 

That the foregoing Resolutions be in- 
serted in the ‘ Morning Chronicle,” 
«Morning Post,” “Morning Advertiser,” 
““ Globe,” “ Standard,” and ‘ Patriot” 
newspapers, 
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RESOLUTIONS OCCGASIONED BY THB LETTER 
FROM THE AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS* TO THE BOARD OF BAPTIST 
MINISTERS IN AND NEAR LONDON. 

At a meeting of the Board of Baptist 
Ministers, specially convened at Fen 
Court, Nov. 25th, 1834, the Rey. F. 
A. Cox, LL.D. in the Chair, the 
above communication having been read, 
the following resolution was adopted :— 

Resolved unanimously, 

«That we receive with much plea- 
sure the expressions of esteem and at- 
tachment, and fully participate in the 
affectionate sentiments, contained in the 
letter of the American Board of Foreign 
Missions, dated Boston, Sept. 1, 1834 ; 
and while we deeply regret that, in the 
judgment of the said Board, it would 
violate the Constitution of the Triennial 
Convention to entertain our communica- 
tion of the 3ist Dec. 1833, we hope 
that such of our American brethren as 
concur in the opinions of that commu- 
nication, will adopt every means con- 
sistent with Christian principles, to dif- 
fuse their sentiments, and thus secure 
the immediate and entire extinction of 
their slave system.” 

That the Secretary be requested to 
transmit the above Resolution to the 
Vice President of the Baptist Board for 
Foreign Missions in the United States. 

It having been reported to the Board, 
that our brethren who have been re- 
quested by the Baptist Union to go as a 
deputation to our Baptist brethren in 
America, having consulted their respec- 
tive churches, have acceded to the 
wishes of the Union ;” 

Resolved unanimously, 

“ That this Board, feeling the import- 
ance of the deputation to America ap- 
pointed by.the Baptist Union, earnestly 
recommends, that the churches in Lon- 
don and its vicinity collect, in what way 
they may severally think proper, towards 
the expenses of such an object. 

J, B. Suenston, Secretary. 


BRITISH VOLUNTARY CHURCH SOCIETY. 
Resolution passed by the Board of 
Baptist Ministers at a meeting specially 
convened at Fen Court, Dec. 16, 1834, 
the Rev. W. Newman, D.D. in the 
chair. : 
‘«« That, approving the principles and 
objects of the British Voluntary Church 
Society, this Board strongly recom- 
mends the churches of our denomination 
to promote its operations by every means 
in their power; either by obtaining sub- 


scriptions, by lending their places of | 


* See page 8 of the present Number. 
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worship for the delivering of lectures, or 
by any other means which their judg- 
ment may suggest. 

That the Secretary be requested to 
transmit the above Resolution to the Se- 
cretaries of the British}Voluntary Church 
Society, and to send a copy for insertion 
in the Baptist Magazine.” 

J. B. Suznston, Secretary. 

N.B. Persons subscribing not less 
than 2s. 6d. per annum, are members of 
this Society.—Ep. 


UNICORN-YARD CHAPEL, TOOLEY-STREET, 
SOUTHWARK, ERECTED, 1720, 

From the decayed state of this place 
of worship, and for the safety of those 
persons who assemble therein, at the re- 
commendation of several architects, a 
new wall has been erected, and the 
building generally having undergone a 


| thorough repair, with 200 additional 


sittings, and baptistry, &c. was re- 
opened for the worship of God, on 
Thursday, November 27, 1834, when 
three sermons were preached; that in 
the morning by the Rev. Dr. Andrews, 
of Walworth, from Heb. ix. 12; that in 
the afternoon, by the Rey. Thomas Shir- 
ley, of Seven Oaks; and that in the 
evening, by the Rey. J. H. Evans, A. M., 
of John-street chapel, Bedford-row, 
when upwards of thirty pounds were 
collected. : 

The church now encouraged by con- 
siderable additions, and the regular at- 
tendance of an increasing congregation, 
take this opportunity of gratefully ac- 
knowledging the services of those good 
men who helped them in their low 
estate, and also to record the loving- 
kindness of the Lord who has so graci- 
ously appeared in reviving us under the 
ministry of our present pastor, the Rey.D. 
Denham (late of Margate), who was pub- 
licly recognized as our pastor, with three 
of our brethren as deacons, on Monday, 
Dec. 15, 1834. The Rev.G. Comb,of Ox- 
ford-st., delivered the introductory dis- 
course, and asked the chureh and minis- 
ter the usual questions, The Rev. M. 
Dovey, of Rotherhithe, offered up the 
ordination prayer ; and the Rey. Thomas 
Shirley, of Seven Oaks, gave an affec- 
tionate charge to the pastor from 1 Cor, 
iv.1,2. The Rev. J. Smith, of Shore- 
ditch, explained the deacon’s office, 
showing the qualification and grace re- 
quired to fill it; and then in a most 
scriptural manner addressed the church 
from Heb. xiii. 22, Messrs. Benson, 
Bridgeman, Moial, Boddington, and 
Hewlett, engaged in the other parts of 
the services. 
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N.B. The expenses of general re- 
pairs and enlargement of the chapel 
(which will now seat about 700 persons, 
including a number of free sittings) will 
rather exceed 400 pounds ; and as nearly 
half that sum has been realized by the 
exertions of a few individuals, we trust 
our appeal will not be in vain to those 
Christian friends to whom God has 
given the means of assisting us, and 
whose delight is to promote the cause of 
Christ upon earth. Donations, however 
small, will be thankfully received if 
forwarded to our Treasurer, Mr. Richard 
Edwards, 6, Chester-place, Old Kent- 
road. 


NOTICE. 


The next Quarterly Meeting of the 
London Baptist Association, will be held 
at Devonshire-sq. chapel, onWednesday 
evening, January 21, 1835,when asermon 
will be preached by the Rey. J. E. Giles, 
on the Duties of Church Members to- 
wards the Unconverted. Service to 
commence at seven o’clock, 


ree RECENT DEATHS. 


REY. DR. CAREY. 

In the Philanthropist the event is thus 
noticed : “* The Rey. Dr. Carey died at 
Serampore, after a protracted illness of 
nine months, on Monday morning last, the 
9th instant (June) in the 73rd year of 
his age.” The same paper contains the 
following account, copied from another 
paper, [Zke Sumachar Deérpun] pub- 
lished at Serampore. ‘* We have to 
communicate intelligence to-day, which 
will be received with general lamenta- 
tion, not only throughout India, but 
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throughout the world. Dr, Carey has 
finished his pilgrimage on earth, having 
gently expired early last Monday morn- 
ing, the 9th of June. For several years 
past his health has been very infirm, and 
his strength has gradually sunk, until 
the weary wheels of nature stood still, 
frommere debility, and not from disease. 
The peculiarly hot weather and rainy 
season of 1833 reduced him to such 
extreme weakness, that in September 
last he experienced a stroke of apoplexy, 
and for some time after his death was 
expected daily. It pleased God, how- 
ever, to revive hima little. During the 
cold season he could again take a morn- 
ing and evening ride in his palanquin 
carriage, and spend much of ‘the day re- 
clining in an easy chair with a book in 
his hand, or conversing cheerfully with 
any friend that called. As, however, the 
hot weather advanced, he sunk daily 
into still greater debility than before, 
and could take no nourishment. He lay 
helpless and speechless on his bed until 
his skin was worn off his body, and death 
was a merciful relief. His dearest friends 
could not but rejoice, that his sufferings 
were ended, although they mourn his 
loss to themselves and to mankind.” 

For further particulars of this distin- 
guished man, we refer our readers to the 
Missionary Herald. 


J. F. BEARD, 


At Scarborough, Yorkshire, Novem- 
ber the 9th, after a short illness, James 
Freeman Beard, in the 74th year of his 
age. He was formerly, for many years, 
the respected pastor ‘of the church of 
Christ at Worstead, Norfolk, where his 
ardent labours in the surrounding vil- 
lages will long be remembered. 


| DISTRIBUTION OF PROFITS. 
The following sums, from the profits of this work, were voted to the widows 
whose initials follow, at the meeting of proprietors, on Friday, the 19th ult. 


NAMB RECOMMENDED BY 

Eietavem wa ciate eS clapiaree arco Skee ate Men ode aORs 
Be... Are MeO CONSE Ses epece'p te Seeeiere oh See ew. Rae hdwards, 
Rimearet res aie oie salwar ccs lem mere waare obs kai ts Spee ah EU aE 

il cecramtaeres Woks aie carenre Ae Rats en vob Aes wens eftnt Wateted duis » Wallin Ss oni 
EU Sers See © cis cere ee civees , SeSiv gin. 5 ikea MIN AO aE Ce 
LOR Lane cee aiee Uninet cotter wa tige dela whe kes ee. Puritis, 

1 Ep elec seaeit, Sex edee Ree Ree rt as Aasitievcs Koewietesn Ven atea. 

LL avane rere 36 staan None eres «8.6s)sen @ Om ake eee cite was mbt Price, 

WA rctatevee es sie stent Eragon A Se os Ris.ek Sateweien wate sbouglaneenn 

WW Sacre aise centen tele Sieig® wunis ice, ote qetiaateks tare siehy «Se F, A. Cox. 

LD = areata eters vaceakeeon SARS 3 S «Aas weeiiene esi ore +» T. Thomas 

DS ceiasivre ere mees ences a0! Pemew exited seq aGanvete 

W.. ' Oo Pe RIOR GTO. Ai vin te avhnaivs ca ary hea seLOlMmeNS 
te tiuete eysharoart whees Soreteoe ans vine cee is. Wialy/iah ate Re LIGA Ss 
Cin hosts Wea wies toes ie Ue! sectece Meee eeceseeeeeees W, Copley, 
‘ Mararere cs ss teweenes bbs. c'eleie ele atnenntemeree oveees ss, Thomas. 
se Span Scr 12 TRE” Sleehercae ete ovsceeecede JAMOS, 
nee VAC n Kees a tage eunsien se! genus Bearer vee micteemelh MLE RS aeEHe 


*.* The Widows will please to observe they 


cannot receive twice in the same year« 
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JANUARY, 1836, 


Tue Rev. S. Davis, of Clonmel, will come from Ireland this month, for the 
purpose of collecting on behalf of the Society in the West of England, Our friends, 
that he may visit, especially our ministering brethren, are respectfully and earnestly 
requested to encourage his application to the utmost of their power; as, on the 
Success of such efforts the continued operations of the Society greatly depends. 

In the Rev, Wm. Thomas’s letter will be found a grateful reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Tract Society, and toa parcel which he has received from England, 


containing many useful articles for the children of the schools. 


And the Secretary 


begs to acknowledge the receipt of a number of “ Magazines for Ireland,” from a 


female friend at Hammersmith, 


Extract of a letter from Rev. S. Davis 
to the SecRETARY. 
Clonmel, Nov, 21, 1834, 

We are in the Lord’s ‘hands, and he 
will finally accomplish the purposes of 
his own glory, and Iam persuaded we 
cannot do better than steadily to pur- 
sue the purpose in which we are en- 
gaged, to make the people acquainted, 
as far as it is in our power, with the 
Holy Scriptures, which will undermine 
the power of Antichrist, and promote 
happiness in proportion as they obtain an 
access to the heart. 

My son, at Ardee, recently assisted in 
the public examination of 400 adults in 
their knowledge of the Irish Scriptures, 
and he has given a very interesting ac- 
count of the meeting in the last Quar- 
terly Papers of the Irish Society. He 
was astonished and delighted to think, 
as I do also, that the teaching of the 
people inthe Irish Scriptures, is one of 
the most important benefits that can be 
conferred upon the country. 

Our Society has had the honour to 
take the lead in this respect ; and, how- 
ever we may be looked down upon, and 
whatever may become of the institution, 
I have no doubt it bas been a greater 
benefit to the country than words can 
express ; it is a pity, therefore, that it 
should not be in more prosperous cir- 
cumstances, and that your hands should 
not be held up more by those who have 
it in their power to afford us assistance ; 
but when we have done what we could 
do we cannot reproach ourselves, and 
we must leave the event with Him who 
will appreciate our good intentions, and 
forgive all our infirmities. 

S. Davis, 


Rev. W. Tuomas to the Srcrrerary. 
Limerick, Nov. 21, 1834. 
My dear Sir, 
You will have the kindness to excuse 
the brevity of these few lines, as I have 
only this moment arrived after a journey 


of preaching and inspecting some of the 
schools, and it is necessary that the 
readers’ journals should go off by 
this day’s mail, which will proceed im- 
mediately. I have, I trust, some in- 
teresting things to communicate, which, 
please providence, I shall shortly do ; 
and also, offer my grateful thanks to the 
Committee of the Tract Society, for a 
precious parcel of tracts, forwarded with 
a kind letter from their worthy Secre- 
tary ; and also my very grateful acknow- 
ledgments to an excellent lady, for a 
very acceptable parcel for the female 
children in the schools; this good lady 
says, they are ‘‘from one who wishes well 
to the cause of instructing the rising 
generation.” ‘he thimbles, bodkins, 
thread-cases, needle-books, work-bags, 
scissors, and five shillings, inclosed 
in the ‘old purse,” shall be judici- 
ously distributed: the five shillings 
we will apply to clothing some naked 
creatures, May the Lord of glory clothe 
the dear lady’s soul with the beautiful 
and glorious, the spotless and eternal, 
robes of the Redeemer’s righteousness, 
which will never wax old ! 

With the kindest wishes for you, my 
dear Sir, and all the dear friends of the 
Society, ever most affectionately yours, 

Wm. Tuomas, 


Rev. J. Bares to the Srcrerary. 
Sligo, Nov. 31, 1834, 
Dear Sir, 

Through mercy I am spared to give 
you an outline of my imperfect labours 
during the month that is now past, and 
gone into eternity. When I think of the 
rapid flight of time, and view the con- 
dition of my fellow-sinners around me 
with regard to their religious circum- 
stances and eternal prospects, I feel 
that my situation is such as should lead 
me to Jesus, to seek more of his mind 
and more of his spirit, that ‘‘ whatever 
my hand findeth to do, I may do it with 
my might.” 

E 
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Since my last letter, I have visited 
several villages in the country where I 
never went before. Castledargin, Cor- 
ringuncor, Drimnagooli, and Ballindrist. 
There are a few brethren in the neigh- 
bourhood of Corringuncor, and they feel 
rejoiced when any one pays them :a 
visit. The congregation at that place 
was large and very encouraging. Mr, 
Berry is going on a missionary tour 
amongst them this next week. May the 
Lord bless his own word to their ever- 
lasting welfare, and his own glory ! 

Ballindrist is an interesting little 
station, and, by the blessing of God, I 
trust good will result from the procla- 
mation of his word; but at Drimna- 
gooji, there exists the greatest spirit of 
inquiry. I have only been in_ that 
neighbourhood three times, and I am 
happy to say that, each time, the con- 
gregation increased. ‘They are conti- 
nually saying, ‘‘ Visit us as often as you 
can.” The clergyman in that neigh- 
bourhood has preached against baptism ; 
but I have lately observed, where there 
is the most opposition, there is the 
greatest spirit of inquiry, and the 
largest congregations. 

Since [ have been in this superstitious 
island (and surely this is the place 
“«where Satan’g seat is”), I have some- 
times thought of what my affectionate 
pastor told me when he was living, just 
before I left England. Calling me by 
my name; he said, ‘‘ Whatever others 
do, let it be your determination to 
preach Jesus ; wherever you take your 
stand, there let the cross be erected. 
Dagon fell when the ark of God was set 
up in his presence ; they set him up the 
second time, but behold, Dagen was 
fallen upon his face to the ground and 
broken to pieces; so if you set up 
Christ, with a single eye to his glory, 
Antichrist must fall; ‘my word shall 
not return unto me void,’”” 

During the next month, if all is well, 
as I shall have a long journey inspect- 
ing the schools, | hope to have many 
opportunities of proclaiming the gospel 
to those that are now sitting in dark- 
ness. I pray that the Lord may com- 
mand a blessing, even life for evermore. 


J. Bares. 


To Mr. Tuomas. 


Ballycar, Nov. 13, 1834. 
October 29. Being asked by a Roman 
Catholic why I would not pray to the 
Saints, and implore their interces- 
sion; I replied, Because I have no 
authority in Scripture for it. But on 
the contrary, St, Paul says, “There is 


one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus ;”’ 
and the Saviour himself says, in John 
xiv. 6, ‘1am the way, the truth, and 
the life ; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by me:” and he also says, ‘‘ What- 
soever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, | will do it.” Now since all we 
ask the Father, in the name of the Son, 
is granted unto us, why should we 
address ourselves to other mediators ? 
We also read in 1 John ii. 1: “If any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 

Nov. 2. In Quin, entering into a con- 
versation with two persons, on the neces- 
sity of reading the Scriptures, one of 
them replied, that their clergy would not 
permit them to read them. I asked 
him, which should he obey, his priest or 
God? He replied, God: ‘‘ Therefore you 
should read, and nof only read but 
search, the Scriptures ; for Christ himself 
says, ‘Search the Scriptures ;’ and 
again he says, ‘ Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it :’ and 
the apostle Paul strongly commends the 
people of Berea for reading the Scrip- 
tures; he expressly says in Acts xvii. 
11: ‘These were more noble than those 
in Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the Scriptures daily, whether 
these things were so.’ Now if these 
people doubted the words of that 
eminent apostle, how much more should 
we search the Scriptures in the present 
day, and see if the doctrine taught us 
be consistent with the Scriptures ornot !”” 
After reading different passages of 
Scripture, and reasoning for some time 
on this subject with these people, they 
replied that it appeared consistent with 
truth, that men should read the Scrip- 
tures, : 

Nov. 7, Entering into conversation 
with one person, on the immediate state 
of happiness of those who die in the 
Lord; he replied, that no person can 
enter heaven, without being purged from 
their sins in purgatory. I asked him, 
Did he notthinkthat the blood ofthe Lord 
Jesus Christ was sufficient to cleanse 
him? He replied, He was confident it 
was, but we must also suffer for some time 
inthis place. Tread to him different pas- 
sages of Scripture, to prove to him that 
the blood of the Lord Jesus cleanseth 
us from all sin, such as Isaiah i, 18, 
1 John i. 7, Prov. vii. 13, 14,15, Heb. 
i, 3, &e.. After reading this passage, the 
man took the book out of my hand, to 
see if the words were expressly the 
same as I read them; after seeing they 
were, from his conversation after, he 
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seemed very much to doubt this doctrine. 
T read at intervals to the Major’s work- 
men, himself being in a delicate state of 
health, which renders him at different 
times unable to doit. He had been very 
ill this day or two past, but is now 
getting better. Sir, I remain yours, 
Samvet Cross. 


To Rev. J. Bates. 


Temple House, Nov. 14, 1834. 

Rey. Sir.—I feel happy to state to 
you that since my last | have been per- 
mitted to read the word of life for vast 
numbers of Roman Catholics and others 
who were ignorant of those precious 
truths which are revealed in it; and 
indeed many of them have heard the 
word with remarkable attention, and 
seemed to receive instruction. 

Oct. 20. In the house of widow 
Sweeny, where there were assembled 
about fifty Roman Catholics, the man of 
the house having got a sudden death ; 
whilst I sat amongst them one of them 
said, ‘‘ Let us pray forthe soul of the 
departed.’”’ Then they all took off their 
hats and prayed ; this they did every half 
hour, and in the interval talked of con- 
secrated ground, &c., and of the benefits 
of being interred in consecrated ground. 
I was indeed much grieved on seeing 
and hearing such ignorance and super- 
stition; and, addressing myself to one 
of the most respectable and well in- 
formed among them, I asked, ‘‘ What rea- 
son have we to believe that either conse- 
crated burial-ground or prayers for the 
dead, or any other office, can help the 
state of the departed soul?’ Two of them 
answered and spoke alternately. One 
said that no devil or evil spirit could 
come near consecrated ground ; the other 
told me that they believed in the doc- 
trine of purgatory, and that the’ prayers 
of the faithful are necessary for the 
relief of the souls in purgatory. I told 
them that it is written in the word of 
God, that ‘‘ blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord,” for they rest from their 
labours ; that those who believe in Jesus 
Christ, ‘‘ his blood cleanseth them from 
all sin,” and that consequently they 
need no other purgatory. I referred to 
the words of the Saviour in the 3rd of 
John, “‘ He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life, but he that be- 
Heveth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
One of the men above mentioned said, 
that he read in the Scriptures that we are 
purged by fire. I showed, from 1 Peter 
iy., the fiery trial spoken of means 
persecutions and sufferings for Christ’s 


sake to be endured in this life. I also 
showed, from Acts viii. thaton the death 
of Stephen there was not a word about 
consecrated burial-ground or prayer for 
the dead, All this time the people heard 
with most eager attention. I showed 
them from many parts of Scripture that 
Jesus is an all-sufficient Saviour, and that 
all who believe in him are justified from 
all things, &c. 

On the 26th, went to the house of J. 
Foley, where many were assembled 
visiting asick person. While they talked 
of the uncertainty of life, and the neces- 
sity of being prepared for eternity, I 
endeavoured to show the need we have 
of a Saviour, and the blessings of being 
interested in him. I proposed to read for 
the sick person, and was permitted; I 
read very many of the most suitable 
parts of Scripture, showing that the 
Saviour is a sure foundation to build our 
hopes on for salvation, and that there is 
no other. The people present were 
nearly all Roman Catholics; and seeing 
them so attentive, I continued nearly an 
hour reading. ‘The sick person seemed 
to receive comfort from the Word, and 
the people of the family were extremely 
thankful. On the following Sabbath I 
again visited the same house. ‘They 
told me they were rejoiced to see me 
enter theirdoor. I read Acts iii. 4, 
showing that Peter, to whom they are 
in the habit of praying, directed the 
people to the Saviour, telling them that 
there is not salvation in any other, and 
that there is no other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must be 
saved, — 

Rozerr Beary. 


To Rev. J. ALuen, 
Ardnaree, Nov. 11, 1834. 
Rey. Sir, 

I am happy to inform you that many 
instances present themselves in this 
part of the country, of persous forsaking 
their former wicked course of living, 
and giving themselves to the study of 
the Scriptures, and that through the 
instrumentality of the Baptist Institu- 
tion; persons who, if left to themselves, 
in all probability, would have lived and 
died ignorant of a saving knowledge of 
Christ Jesus, 

On the 23rd, ult., I went to the 
neighbourhood of Castlebar, among our 
schools. In that part I read and talked 
to many of the inhabitants regarding 
the “fone thing needful ;” left the per- 
sons with whom I thus read and con- 
versed, religious tracts as usual, M. 
M’Kelvyey, with whom I had several 
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conversations regarding the ordinance | given a Testament some time ago ; he 
of baptism, intends to offer himself as a | comes to your preaching, and does not 
candidate to the Ballina Baptist church | care for either priest or pope, for so 
soon. doing. On the 7th instant, went among 

We have great cause for thankfulness | our schools in the Tyrarough district ; 
that the Lord is pleased to grant us so | remained in Easkey two days; met and 
many favourable opportunities of read- | had conversation with many of our 
ing and explaining his holy word to | Christian friends there. May they daily 
our countrymen and fellow-sinners, be- | receive all needful grace and strength 
ing aware that if they knew the truth | out of the fulness that is in Christ 
the truth would make them free. Jesus ! ; . 

In the neighbourhood of Foxford, I There is a man and his wife that 
have strove to be useful, particularly in | lately came to live in this town; she is 
Shrakum, had a seasonable opportunity | a nominal protestant, but he is a papist. 
of reading applicable portions of the | they frequently come to my house for 
Scriptures in the hearing of many per- | the purpose of getting religious mstruc- 
sons, young and old, who answered | tion. They were with me on Saturday 
their various questions respecting reli- | last, at which time I read several appli- 
gion; we also joined in prayer. The | cable portions of the Scriptures to them, 
people then present seemed to be satis- | and also answered their questions re- 
fied with my answers to the questions | specting religion, from the criterion of 
which they asked on several occasions. truth. They both can read. I have given 

There are three new places in which | them several useful tracts, and a book 
I frequently read the Scriptures in this | entitled, “‘ The Errors of Popery.” I 
neighbourhood, namely, Rakep, Cal- | intend to visit them often, and they 
trough, and Bunzee; in all those places | promised to attend your preaching. [ 
Tread portions both of the English and | hope these visits to my home, with the 
Irish Testament, diligently endeavour- | blessing of God, will be the means of 
ing to draw the serious attention of my | directing them to the Saviour, who 
various hearers, as usual, to the redemp- | alone is able and willing to save to the 
tion that is in Christ Jesus. uttermost all that put their trust in him. 

There is a,yman of the name O’Donell Rocer Mutrarky, 
in Hill-street, Ballina, to whom I have 
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Mr. Baker’s Legacy, per J. and Suffolk, by the Rev. 
Ivimey, Wags. <<... << 100 0 0} Joha Franks... « <<oe. <5 132 15 5 
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Collection at the Rey, FE. the furtherance of his gospel, from S. 
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